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THE PANHANDLE 


ANCHORAGE’S OLDEST (?) BAR 
by J.W. Terrill 
With a photo from 1915 showing Anchorage as a tent city, and 


The Panhandle among the tents, it is definitely in the running to 
be Anchorage’s oldest bar. 


A photo from 1916 shows The Panhandle on 4th Avenue in what appears to be a frame 
building. It was on the north side of 4th Ave. It moved to its current location on the south 
side in the early 1940s and was in a log building. It was rebuilt after a fire in 1949, pretty 
much as it is today except the east half was Annie’s Cafe until 1990 when the wall was 
removed and the bar widened. It is currently located at 312 W. 4th Ave. 

EIS 


Tony Warney, the manager and bartender for 31 
years (and unofficial historian) says the bar started 


i er de wl a * 
“Fourth Street Looking West, March 21st, 1916.” (cropped) 
Pyatt-Laurence Collection; Anchorage Museum, B1983.146.63 
in a log cabin in 1933. Perhaps this incarnation started in 1933, but the name definitely 
pre-dates that, as I am sure the token does. Jerry Buffington is the current owner. He 


continued on page 3 


ARCTIC BROTHERHOOD JEWEL 


Chena Club No. 18. A very short-lived 
branch of the Arctic Brotherhood. 


This will be sold on eBay in January. 
Please contact us if you wish to be ad- 
vised when we post it for sale. 


It weighs .885 troy ounces. Specific grav- 
ity tests indicates that it is 10K or better. 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Welcome to our 38th year! I hope that we exceed 
your expectations. 


This is a GREAT issue! What qualifies this as a great 
issue? I didn’t have to write most of it. 


Our thanks go to J.W. Terrill for providing most of 
the information you will find in these pages. His pri- 
mary contribution was the article on The Panhandle. 
He dug up a lot more information on the bars of 4th 
Avenue in Anchorage that was beyond the scope of 
this article. Perhaps he will consider doing a “Tun- 
nels of 4th Ave.” article for the Alaska Historical 
Society (hint, hint). Huis other contributions this 
month include The White Spot, 1042 Club, The In- 
terlocked Moose Horn Club and a couple more space 
fillers. 


Dave Phillips is back with a Money to Burn article 
about a Nome wood. And Tom Dalrymple discovers 
that an oldish souvenir was made in Italy which leads 
me to newish Yukon medals that were also made in 
Italy (go figure!). 


I have purchased 10 oz. of Bering Sea gold and will 
begin production of my | 0z., % oz. and % oz. gold 
tokens after the first of the year. I will be using the 
50¢ and 25¢ portrait dies from R.J. Negus for the 1 
oz. and 2 oz. If interested, please let me hear from 
you. 

ek ok Ok ok ok Ok ok ok ok ok kk 
Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Alakanuk, Alstrom, set of 6, B-1 75.000B 
Anchorage, Cheechako, 12'2¢, B-11bVI 17.06 
Cleary, Willis & Welch, 25¢, B-Sa 45.000B 
Juneau, Elks Club, 12'4¢, B-19bI 30.50 
Kasigluk, Food Stamp Tokens 82.18 
Nenana, Arctic, 25¢, B-la 599.000B 
Petersburg, OK’s Place, 5¢, B-7a 15.000B 
Petersburg, OK’s Place, 5¢ + 10¢, B-7 a+b 48.01 
Skagway, Cosslett & Ward, 10¢, B-7a 680.00 
Tonsina, Jake Nafsted, 12'2¢, B-la 44.56 
Valdez, CBB, 12'4¢ in trade, B-4b 47.00 


Alaska Tin, see page 5 62.55 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record. 
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PRICES REALIZED 2014-15 


I have taken the selected prices realized from eBay 
as reported in this newsletter for these two years and 
combined them into one publication. This is in the 
same format as in the newsletter. They are arranged 
alphabetically and by Benice number so finding a 
token is easy. This listing runs 8% pages. 


These are priced at $8 for a mailed copy, and $5 for 
an emailed PDF. 


PRICES REALIZED 1999-2013 is still 


available. This is in a condensed format without busi- 
ness name, but with town and Benice numbers. It is 
arranged in four columns per page and is 7 pages. 
This is available for $8 for a mailed copy, and $6 for 
an emailed PDF. 


Take both for $15 mailed, or $10 emailed. 


These are great tools for bidding or appraising your 
collection. 


THE PANHANDLE, cont. 


purchased the bar in 2005 from Shane Miller. Shane 
took over the bar from his mother, Molly, who had 
purchased the bar in 1960. She road out the 1964 
earthquake, and there are cracks in the basement wall 
to prove it. 


“Notorious Bars of Alaska” claims that during pro- 
hibition there was a tunnel connecting the bar with 
another bar, The Union Club, four doors down at 338 
W. 4th., currently occupied by The Avenue. Tony 
and Jerry don’t believe this, but there are several 
patches in the basement that could have been a tun- 
nel entrance. These could have been used by earlier 
bars occupying these locations as both the Union Club 
and The Panhandle arrived on the scene about 1941, 
well after prohibition. 


Rumors of tunnels on the 300 block of 4th Avenue 
abound! The daughter of the owner of the Federal 
Bar (next door to the Panhandle), says there is a 
bricked passage that once went to a whorehouse. 
Perhaps the tunnels were needed for illegal gambling, 
as there is a rumor that there are old slot machines 
stored in a basement on the 4th Avenue. 


There is also a street entrance to the basement, which 
housed the Silver Slipper. This was also an entrance 
to an illegal bar during prohibition. The Silver Slip- 
per came into existence about 1950 to 1958 and was 
for invited customers only, who did not want to rub 
elbows with the rougher crowd upstairs. The em- 
blem of the Silver Slipper can still be seen on the 
floor. 


I ran into Bill Wolter, who used to be the Business 
Agent for Anchorage’s Brick Layers Local #1. He 
studied their meeting minutes back into the 1950s. 
He said that for many years they held their meetings 
in the Silver Slipper. He had tried to find the loca- 


The rails on the stairs are used today to 
roll the beer kegs down. 


Many of the furnishings from the Silver Slipper are still in the 
basement. 


Continued on page 4 


THE PANHANDLE, cont. 


tion, and I was happy to be able to solve the mystery 
for him. He said that as the meetings progressed, the 
handwriting in the minutes grew less legible. 


Jerry Buffington, who is 73 years old, told me the 
story of when he was a patron at the Reef Bar at 326 
W. 4th Ave. in 1971 and got into a “fight with the 
Reef’s bartender.” It was closing and the bartender 
was angry at someone’s cheapness, so he threw a 
handful of drink tokens at them on the sidewalk. They 
would throw them back and the fight continued. Jerry 
still chuckles as he related how the street people were 
coming in for days and drinking with the tokens. 


The token that started this research is shown on the 
front page. It is a recent discovery, and the only one 
known. It is made of cardboard, 38mm and printed 
black on tan (because of age, this may not be the 
original color of the token). Cardboard is a very frag- 
ile material (as compared to metal), and survivorship 
of this type of token is low. 


It was found in a box that was pur- 
chased in an estate sale “outside.” 
Also in the box was this scrap of 
paper (21mm x 17mm). This per- 
haps puts it into a date context. 


Sources: 


Doug Vandergraft, author of Notorious Bars of 
Alaska. 

Tony Warny 

Jerry Buffington 

Bill Wolter 


SITKA: Blatchley Middle School, Huskies. Blue on 
wood (submitted by Ken Rieck). 


GERMANY HONORS AMUNDSEN 


This German medal honors Roald Amundsen of Nor- 
way for being the first to the South Pole. 


The obverse bears a portrait of Amundsen and the 
legend (translated from German): To honor Roald 
Amundsen / the courageous / Nordic explorer / V 
South Pole / the German brother Certified March 
1912. 


The reverse has an ice shelter with Norwegian flag. 
The legend (translated from German): Framheim 
(Amundsen’s base) on King Haakon VII Land / Dec. 
16, 1911. The date is odd in that Amundsen achieved 
the Pole on Dec. 14. 


The medal is 50.2mm and weighs 47.6 grams. It is 
gilt base metal. It was struck by L.Chr. Lauer of 
Nuernberg. 
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WHITE SPOT CAFE 
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From the Alaska Gen Web Project: “Leonora Weaver 
(1909-2002) came to Alaska in 1951. She settled in 
Fairbanks and later moved to Anchorage and bought 
and operated the White Spot Cafe and served burgers 
until she was 90 years old. Her business was famous 
in Anchorage and was known as “the home town 
place to eat.” She was buried in Angelus Memorial 
Park, Anchorage.” 


Given the cartoonish nature of her portrait on the trade 
dollar, she is remarkably recognizable! 


J.W. Terrill relates a story from Keith Pillman: All I 
can think of is the time I was eating breakfast (when 
she was on 6th Ave.) and someone a few seats down 
the counter complained that he had ordered 
scrambled, not over easy. Obviously he was a newbie 
to Leonora. Leonora listened to him whine for about 
30 seconds and then marched over with her spatula, 
and scrambled his over easy eggs on the plate. “There. 
Scrambled. Now shut up.” Classic Leonora. 


Images provided by J.W. Terrill. 


One cannot talk about the White Spot Cafe trade 
dollar without mentioning the “mule.” 


The San Mateo, Calif., Mainliner Coin Club obverse 
(above) was muled with the Good in Trade $1.00 re- 
verse from the White Spot. 


One of the more interesting modern Alaska tokens. 


1042 CLUB 


1042 
CLUB 


HOTEST SPOT 


“ANCHORAGE 
ALASKA 


$1.00 


While researching the Panhandle Bar, I met 94 year 
old Louis Giggoliti. He is called “Jiggs.” He was a 
bartender around 4th Ave. for almost 40 years. I asked 
him about the 1042 Club. He remembered almost 
instantly and without any prompting said it was a 
“black bar on 5th Ave.” He also recalled that a fa- 
mous black artist had played there, a piano player he 
said, although he could not remember his name. It 
was Stomp Gordon. See ATC&PN, May/June 2013, 
page 41 for more information. 

J.W. Terrill 


ALASKA TIN 


Obv.: This souvenir is made of Alaska Tin 
Rev.: Louisiana Purchase Monument, St. Louis, 1904 


Only the third we have seen. See ATC&PN Aug/ 
Sept. 1992, or page 168 or our book “Tinnahs & 
Seal Skins, Gold Dust & Bingles.” 


THE INTERLOCKED MOOSE HORN CLUB 


as 
Catia 


i ne ri * YW 


Home of the Interlocked Moose Horn Club, with the Russian Orthodox Church in the backgound. 
Simonson Collection; Anchorage Museum, B1991.009.90 


HN ~Moose Horn Club be 
the venue for the use of 
The Moose Horn to- 
_ken? Probably no way 
to tell, but it seems 
likely. 


1 ACH ee Could the Interlocked 
( 


This rare token re- 
cently sold on eBay for 


KENAI, ALAS y aD $2,275. 


(submitted by J.W. 
- YEN Terrill) 


HEY KIDS!!! 


COUNTERSTAMPED & 
HOLED 


JUNEAU: Ticket for a free matinee at the 20th Cent. 
Probably not part of the hoard of the Northern Drug Theatre, April 10, 1954. “Hey Kids: Be sure to have 
Co. tokens, which presented a previously unknown 
12'4¢ token. 


your PARENTS or an adult pick up your free ticket 
from...” Juneau Drug Company, Juneau- Young Hard- 
ware, 20th Century Market and Foodland. Black on 


What a story this token could tell. Why the “D”, and tan, actual size 127mm by 57mm. (submitted by J.W. 
too many reasons to be holed (to hang it on a nail?). Terrill). 


MONEY TO 


by David Phillips 


THE MUSIC STORE, NOME 


This wood was purchased and issued by Leo and Erna 
Rasmussen in the mid 1970s shortly after purchas- 
ing the Music Store from the original owners, Frank 
and Louise Richardson, who opened the store in 1965. 


Leo recalls that the number of woods ordered and 
received was the minimum order possible at that time, 
but either 100 or 250. Some time after this wood was 
issued, the name of the store was changed to the 
Music Mart. 


The woods are standard size, or 14 inches (38mm) 
and the printing on both sides is black ink. There 
was only one order, so no varieties. 


The Rasmussens closed The Music Mart in 2012 due 
to changing times and the different patterns of pur- 
chasing. 


The Music Mart sold more than just music. They also 
dealt in groceries and dry goods and these were 
shipped in to order. 


The pipeline years were the boom years. At the high 
point, the Music Mart stocked more than 4,000 LPs 
and cassettes. 


At the time of closing, the inventory included home- 
made art, plastic jewelry, fireworks, native art, Nome 
Kennel Club and Iditarod memorabilia, cassette tapes, 
books, maps, tools, china ware, toys and much more. 


My thanks to Leo Rasmussen for supplying the above 
information. 


o—» 
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MADE IN ITALY! 


Tom Dalrymple sent in this souvenir medal, prob- 
ably for a key chain. A nice dog mushing scene with 
the mountains in the background on the obverse, and 
“T bring good luck” on the reverse, with symbols of 
good luck (horseshoe, 4-leaf clover, etc.). It is oc- 
tagonal bronze, 35mm point to point. 


ITALY 


SOUVENIRS IN.... 


ITALY is along the right edge. The bottom edge has 
SOUVENIR IN (an incomplete word). 


This brought to mind another item. While searching 
eBay this week, I noticed that a seller stated that a 
Yukon medal was made in 
Italy. I dug mine out, and 
sure enough. This medal is 
silver plated with an 
antiqued finish, and comes 
in two sizes: 33mm and 
50mm. It is part of a set of 
medals for the provinces 
and territories for Canada’s 
Centennial in 1967. 


ALYESKA PIPELINE SERVICE COMPANY 


Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 


is commemorating the completion of r boone ™ 


The electrification and automation of 
the reconfiguration of equipment Pump Station 1 was a key element of 
and the Forward Flow of crude at iis‘coin hasbeen specially minted t 

Pump Station 1. The equipment was iii nba asic gaa 


5 and the Forward Flow of Crude at Pump Station | 
electrified and automated. 


Alyeska Pipeline Service Company's 
y f 


strategic vision and long-term plan 


This coin commemorates the safe and 
successful forward flow of crude at the 
station and my thanks to all the personne 


involved in making it happen 


The medal is 39mm, and appears to 
be a copper-nickel alloy, with gold 
colored relief. 


Rod Hanson, Senior VP 
Operations & Maintenance 


Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 


Traditionally, as rewards or incen- 
tives, the companies on the “Slope” 
would give | oz. silver medals or U.S. 
Silver Eagles. 


The medal was made by “Coins of 
America.” The company is in Wis- \ : 
consin. 2015 


~ 
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COUNTERFEIT MONEY IN FAIRBANKS 


The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner reported on Dec. 3 that a woman had been arrested for passing counterfeit 
currency. The fake was clearly marked on both sides “MOTION PICTURE USE ONLY.” 


After her arrest, a search revealed (6) $100, (3) $50, (7) $20 and (1) $10, all counterfeit. A genuine $10 was 
found also found, as well as a substantial quantity of illegal drugs. One of the $100 bills found had the same 
serial number as the $100 note that was passed. 


To see the complete story on the FDNM webpage, go to: http://www.newsminer.com/news/local_news/ 
fairbanks-woman-found-with-counterfeit-money/article 52c04d2e-9a63-11e5-bf61-1b2b13e57971.html 


Esylum, the free email newsletter of the Numismatic Bibliophile Society reported that similar notes had 
been passed in Brainard, Minnesota. To subscribe to esylum, or see links to the newsletter, go to: 
https://lists.capalon.com/lists/listinfo/esylum 


FAIRBANKS COIN CLUB CELEBRATES 10 YEARS 


The Fairbanks Coin Club achieved its 10th Anniversary, and this is com- 
memorated on their 2016 club token. Club members receive the token as 
a benefit of being a member, and the token is stamped with their mem- 


bership number. 


The token is 1/10 ounce of .999 silver. They were made by Dick Hanscom, using his antique screw press. 
He first made tokens for the Fairbanks Coin Club in 2007, again in 2010, and every year since 2012. They 


are provided to the Club at no charge. 


Examples of the 2016 Fairbanks Coin Club token are available for $5 each, plus self addressed stamped 
envelope from Alaska Rare Coins, P.O Box 72832, Fairbanks, AK 99707. 


A few of the 2015 “Silver Center Cent” Fairbanks Coin Club tokens are 
still available. These have a silver plug inside a copper washer. These 


are $10 each. 


SITKA: Alaska’s Historical Capital, Alexander Ar- 
chipelago, Alaska’s Inside Passage. This has to be 
one of my favorite one ounce silvers. I don’t know 
who made it, or when it was issued. The design on 
both sides is crisp and clean, and it has amap. What’s 
not to like! $32.00 plus postage 


SILVER ANNIVERSARY EDITION: And at the 
opposite end of the spectrum... We have way to many 
of this, the first to be issued medal for the 25th anni- 
versary of statehood in 1984. We are tired of them 
and bored of them. Please, relieve us of these and 
use them for stocking stuffers. Now over 25 years 
after the 25th anniversary. $25 each or 10 for $200 
plus postage. 


Postage on the above one ounce silver medals is $5 per order (not per item). 


50 YEARS OF UNICEF 


An interesting medal featuring children of the world. 
Alaska gets its own medal, and there is just some- 
thing odd about the portrait. Maybe it is the hood. I 
can’t put my finger on it. Just strange. It is proof, 
struck in .925 silver, weighs 25 grams and is 38mm 
in diameter. 
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AL JONES 
KUSTATAN PACKING CO. 


from Anchorage Legends & Legacies 
by John P. Bagoy 


Entrepreneur and jack-of-all-trades, Algernon “Al” Sidney Jones was born in Knoxville, 
Tennessee on August 20, 1900. In 1904, along with his mother, father, sister and two older 
brothers, he moved to Seattle, Washington. Al grew up in Seattle and at the age of 17, in 
1917, joined the United States Army, serving twenty-two months at Ft. Lewis, Washington. 


After the war Al worked as a farm hand in Washington until 1923, when he came to Anchor- 
age, Alaska to seek his fortune. He was employed as a janitor for the Alaska Railroad 
Hospital in Anchorage, where he met R. Lee Bartholf, a nurse, whose family was engaged in 
the mining business in the Willow Creek district. They were married on January 19, 1924. 


Al opened a small grocery store at 442 4th Avenue in 1924. He soon closed the store and 
started to pursue an early interest which he had in aviation. He purchased a Boeing C-11S 
biplane from C.O. Hammontree. Ray Troxell, a friend of Al’s, test hopped the plane for him, 
but unfortunately, the plane stalled on takeoff and crashed in the Inlet. No one was hurt other 
than Al’s pocketbook. 


His next venture was moving to Hope, where he had a tie cutting contract for the ARR, in 
1925. In 1926 he became an Alaska registered guide, and he and Lee opened up a hunting 
lodge on Tustumena Lake. In 1927 he decided to venture into a salmon packing cannery. He 
started the Kustatan Packing Company on lower Cook Inlet across the Inlet from Kenai. He 
operated the cannery during the summer months each year and spent the winters in Anchor- 
age. In 1933* Al moved his Kustatan Packing Company to Anchorage and continued to 
operate until 1937. 

* ee kk KK RK KK KK KR KR KR KR KR KK KR KR 


* ed. note: Kustatan Packing Co. does not appear in the 1951 Annual Report, Alaska Fish- 
eries Board and Alaska Department of Fisheries “Chronological History of Salmon Canner- 
ies in Central Alaska” until 1934, where it is noted for the year 1928, “A one line cannery 
was started at Anchorage and operated by J.F. Toman until 1930. H.C. Bennett purchased the 
plant in 1932. It was sold to the _Kustatan Packing Co. in 1934. The plant was purchased 
in 1937 by the General Fish Co., Inc., which is operating it today.” 


Last year, we offered an unlisted Kustatan Packing Co. $1 token. 


We have just purchased a collection 
and can offer three lower denomina- 
tions 


We are offering the set of 3 for $250. 
Only one set is available. 


It should be noted that the 10¢ token 
shares the reverse die with the 
Savoonga Reindeer Commercial Co. 
Iam sure the other reverse dies could 
be matched with other Alaska tokens. 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Thanks this month to David Phillips for his article 
on wooden nickels from Valdez. It is always fun to 
see the variety of items that can appear in a small 
town. 


Thanks also to J.D. Williams for the information on 
the Goldman Theatres medal celebrating the 100 an- 
niversary of the purchase of Alaska. This is really a 
mystery as to why this was issued. An odd medal 
whose issuance seems .... out of place? 


It has been a busy month here. We have ramped up 
or selling on eBay, something I have resisted for quite 
some time. I have a love/hate relationship with eBay. 
Sadly, it really is the biggest game in town. The Arc- 
tic Brotherhood jewel was the big item, and you 
can read about it on page 12. 


Over Christmas weekend, I put the drop hammer and 
screw press to work, striking and pressing my Bering 
Sea gold loz., 10 DWT and 5 DWT tokens. You can 
see these on page 18. It was a very limited issue, and 
they have already sold out (mostly to previous buy- 
ers of my gold tokens). I did prepare a little bro- 
chure which gives a bit more information and it is 
available for $1 to cover costs. 


The March issue may be late or pushed to a March/ 
April issue. The Western Region Leaders Confer- 
ence for 4H is in town, and I am the designated gofer. 
Se eee ee ee Ce ee 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Canteen Bar, 12’2¢, B-10a 33.56 
Anchorage, Collins Cigar, 12'2¢, B-13a OB500.00NB 
Anchorage, Club 25 encased cent 78.00 
Anchorage, Qwik Stop FST set 20.000B 
Cordova, United Bakery, 121'2¢, B-37a, corr. 25.00B 
Delta Jct., Diehl’s, FST set 75.000B 
Fairbanks, Flame Room, 50¢, unl. 22.78 
Fairbanks, Univ. Bus Lines, 15¢, B-T7a 20.000B 
Flat, Joe Parker, 25¢, B-3a 16.39 
Flat, Joe Parker, 25¢, B-3a 32.00 
Ft. Yukon, Ft. Yukon Hotel, 25¢, B-4a 12.60 
Gakona, Valdez Trans. Co., 50¢, B-unl 595.00BIN 
Juneau, Peerless Cigar, 12'2¢, B-60.1a 565.00 
Ketchikan, Bingle Club, set of 3, B-5.2 72.00 
Ketchikan, Kushi, 25¢, B-27b 20.000B 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of AK scrip, 1939 19.31* 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of AK scrip, 1939 20.50* 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of AK scrip, 1939 29.21* 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of AK scrip, 1939 167.50* 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of AK scrip, 1939 29.66* 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of AK scrip, 1939 20.50* 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of AK scrip, 1939 30.00* 
Kodiak, NOB, B-10b, 22 pieces 62.00 
Nenana, Alfred Ghezzi, 25¢, B-3a 23.66 
(Nome), Board of Trade, 6'4¢, B-8c 46.78 
Pilot Station, FST set 122.50 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8bIII 35.00 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blII 32.55 
Seward, Palace, 12'2¢, B-9c 36.750B 
Skagway, Anderson, 25¢, B-1b 72.03 
Skagway, M&E, (1) 50¢, (2) $1, B-16d,e 24.60 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, $5, B-16f 28.99BIN 
Skagway, P.C. Co., B-19a 36.00 
Sparrevohn, 719th ACW SQ, 5¢, B-1b 15.000B 
Sparrevohn, 719th ACW SQ, 10¢, B-1d 15.000B 
Tununak, FST set 102.50 


Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'4¢ I/T, B-4b 45.000B 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'4¢ I/T, B-4b 39.990B 


Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢ I/T, B-4b 27.56 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢ I/T, B-4b 52.99 
Wildwood, WCC, 5¢ and 25¢, prison 60.000B 
Yes Bay, AK Pacific Fish., 5¢, B-3a 55.00 
Dawson, YT, Tanana Hotel, 25¢, B-21a 75.000B 
Hudson’s Bay Co., “10” (ATC&PN Jan/2010) 25.00 
Alaska Railroad, Checker pin/badge 122.50FTR 


Arctic Brotherhood, Camp Chena jewel, see page 12. 
* - These have differnent sponsors on each note. 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record. 


FANNIE’S BACK!!! 


This month, the Fannie Haslacher engraved dollar 
made another appearance on eBay, this time as a “gold 
tush bordello engraved coin.” Further, in the descrip- 
tion, “Rare AK, Alaska Gold rush dated 1896 genu- 
ine prostitute whorehouse bordello engraved US 
Morgan $1.” 


It sold for the opening bid of $995. 


To refresh your memory, I first reported this piece in 
the August/September 2014 issue when it sold on 
eBay for $787. My comment at the time was “get 
out the engraving tool.” 


I was promptly corrected by Irene Shuler in the Sep- 
tember/October issue. She recognized the engraving 
style as a well known Tlingit silver carver, Rudolph 
Walton. 


She also found Fannie Haslacher in California in 1900 
at age 42, married to a banker. In 1910, she was liv- 
ing with her daughter, age 28 (which would put her 
daughter’s birth year as 1882). So, unless Fannie 
had a mid-life crisis, it is unlikely she was a hooker 
in Sitka in 1896. 


To quote from Irene’s article: “During the 1890s, 
tourism was a huge thing in Southeast Alaska with 
boatloads of tourists coming quite often. Many were 
women and they enjoyed shopping in the various ports 
of call.” 


“We know that Rudolph Walton made many differ- 
ent types of items. My theory is that Mrs. Haslacher 
visited Sitka on a ship, and Mr. Walton made this 
item for here as a souvenir of her visit.” 


— ——— 


Original 2014 image Current 2016 image 


From the stain through Alaska, this is obviously the 
same piece. 
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KENAT QUAKE 2016 


Bad Sunday Eaethqudie 12416 


“Shaken, Never Surred” 


7.1 on the Liquor Scale 


Alaska, especially the Kenai Peninsula, suffered an 
earthquake on Sunday, January 24. Fortunately, there 
was no loss of life, but there were several house fires 
caused by broken gas mains. Some roads were dam- 
aged, but the other major damaged appears to have 
happened in the area’s liquor stores where bottle flew 
off the shelves. 


Alaskan numismatists have a history of issuing med- 
als for disasters (earthquakes, floods, fires, state- 
hood), so it only fitting that this one should be com- 
memorated - the “Bad Sunday Earthquake, 1.24.16, 
“Shaken, Never Stirred,” 7.1 on the Liquor Scale.” 
This would make a great drink token! (commentary 
by your editor; artwork, such as it is, by Tom 


Dalrymple). 


ARCTIC BROTHERHOOD 
“JEWEL” 


On January 20, we listed the Camp Chena Arctic 
Brotherhood jewel awarded to Martin Harrais on 
eBay. Opening bid was $1,999. It was a seven day 
auction. 


We are pleased to report that the “jewel” has found a 
new home. Price realized was $2,550. 


(MONEY TO 


by David Phillips 


THE WOODS OF VALDEZ 


Valdez is a town of 4,498 residents, located on an 
arm of Prince William Sound. It is a year round, ice 
free port and terminus of the Alyseka Pipeline. It is 
also the terminus of the Richardson Highway which 
extends north to Fairbanks. 


Fifty years of Statehood, 2009, black printing. 


JOHN DEVONS 


There are 21 known woods from Valdez which can 
be attributed to 14 different issuers. 


ACRES SALOON 


Blue printing. 


GLACIER BAR 


Black printing. 


Indian Head obverse, black printing. 
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VALDEZ WOODS, cont. 


IGLOO GIFT SHOP 


TOTEM INN 


Indian Head circled, Igloo reverse, black printing. 


Wine glass without bubbles, black printing. 


Indian Head, lettering only reverse, black printing. TSAINA LODGE 


PIZZA PALACE 
Black printing. 


35 Miles North of Valdez, black printing. 


VALDEZ, ALASKA 
PUFFIN GIFT SHOP Bear, blank reverse, light blue printing (at the top of 


Black printing. (at the top of the next column). the next column). 


14 


VALDEZ WOODS, con. GOLDMAN THEATRES 
PURCHASE CENTENNIAL MEDAL 


William Goldman Theatres, 1967 superimposed on 
map of Alaska, Paul D’Ortona engraved at bottom. 
Reverse has a portrait of Seward in the center, with 
“1867 Centennial of U.S. Purchase of Alaska 1967” 
around the top, “Seward’s Folly William H. Seward” 
at the bottom, 1801-1872 (birth and death dates) to 
the left and U.S. Secretary of State 1861-1867 to the 
right of the portrait. Bronze, 35mm. 


William Goldman started in the theater business in 


Red printing. 1911 and owned and operated movie theaters in the 
greater Philadelphia area from the 1930s until the 


VALDEZ MUSEUM 1970s, growing his chain to over 200 theaters. He 

“i sold his chain to another company in 1972. He is not 
the William Goldman who is an academy award win- 
ning screen writer and author. 


Paul D’Ortona was Philadelphia’s most powerful 
politician in the 1950s and 1960s serving on the City 
council for more than 20 years and was President of 
the Council for 10 of those years. 


Black printing. I do not know why Goldman had a medal made to 


commemorate the 100th anniversary of the purchase 


VALDEZ SIGHTSEEING TOURS of Alaska, or why this one would be engraved to 
D’Ortona. 


-J.D. Williams 


BEER BOTTLE NECK LABEL 


Black printing. 
Blue printing (same as above). 
Uniface (no wagon), blue printing. 


Pioneer Brewing Co. dates to the 1930s in 
Fairbanks. Neat, multi-colored label - yellow, gold, 
light blue and black. $1 each plus self addressed 
stamped envelope with stiffener if you want to 
protect it. 
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CHALLENGE COINS 


ALASKA: Alaska National Guard, 3rd BN (Scout), 
297th Infantry, Claw of the North, Setting the Stan- 
dard. Blue, black and yellow on bronze with clear 


EIELSON A.E.B.: Iceman Top Three. Blue and yel- 
low on brass, 51mm by 38mm. 


Huskies Leading the Team. Blue, black and yellow 
on brass, 41mm. 
Kae 


(FT. WAINWRIGHT): HHC, 1-52nd Aviation, Cru- 
saders, For outstanding performance, Commander’s 
coin, Cpt. E.G. Fishburne. Bronze with red, white 
and blue enamel. 


* ao alll 
JUNEAU: Scottish Rite, Knights of St. Andrew, Ori- 
ent of Alaska. Red, black, blue, white and green on 
brass, no size given. 


ANCHORAGE: Anchorage Resident Agency, U.S. 
Secret Service. Blue enamel on bronze with clear coat 
over photo, 44.5mm. 


(ICELAND): Icelandic emblems in bronze. Tip of 
the spear, “Veritatem Cognoscere” (To Know the 
Truth). National Clandestine Services, CIA. Black 
and blue enamel with a gold spear, on bronze, 45mm. 


Challenge coins are shown at approximately 38mm. 
They may be larger or smaller. Many times sizes are 
not given. 


W.R.L.F. 


Western Region Leaders 
Forum souvenir | gram sil- 
ver tokens to be struck by 
the participants at the event. These are available for 
$5 plus SASE (struck by your editor, before the 
event). 
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FOR THE RECORD 


KETCHIKAN 


ALASKA 


ALASKA LEGISLATURE: 50th anniversary of KETCHIKAN: BPOE 1429 (Elks), good for one 
Alaska Statehood, inscribed to Sen. Bunde. Bronze drink. White on purple plastic, 38mm (submitted by 
and oxidized copper-nickel, 38mm (submitted by J.D. Kaye Dethridge). 

Williams). 


ALASKA RAILROAD: Checkers pin/badge, steel SSOLDOTNA: Maverick Saloon, Good for a free 
38mm. PR 122.50 (submitted by Kaye Dethridge). drink. Uniface, black (?) on pink (?) plastic, size not 


: 4 reported. Bad image. Hopefully someone can pro- 


vide a better one. 
CRAIG: Hill Bar, rain check. Gold on red poker chip 
style token, 40mm (submitted by Kaye Dethridge). _ WHITTIER: Hobo Bay Trading Co., Buy one burger 


at twice the price, get second burger free. Black on 
wood Subanies 2 J.D. Williams). 

eal - ami a(<— 

' SRK. NYS 


(HOONAH): Huna Totem Lodge, Good for one free 

drink with dinner order. Black on green plastic, 42mm GREENS CREEK MINE: President’s Award, 2001, 

(submitted by Kaye Dethridge). Health, Safety, Environmental Quality, Kennecott 
Minerals Co. .999 silver, 5 oz. (shown reduced size). 
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BERING SEA GOLD 


In December, I purchased 10 
ounces of gold from the Bering Sea 
from General Refining Corpora- 
tion. GRC maintains an office in 
Fairbanks in the summer (and also 
in Nome), and we receive for them 
in the winter. 


The actual, original weight was 
10.017 ounces. After melting, the 
remaining gold weighed 9.632 
ounces, a melt loss of about 
3.85%. This was a very accept- 
able melt loss. From this, I made 
(5) 1 oz. blanks, (5) % oz. blanks 
and (7) % oz. blanks. There was a 
left over button weighing .212 oz. 


The total weight of blanks and button was 9.577 oz. indicating that some of the blanks are overweight. 


GRC’s assay of this gold was .8842. I performed specific gravity tests on the (5) 
1 oz. blanks, and the results were: 17.46, 17.53, 17.68, 17.80 and 17.84. The low 
represents an estimated fineness of .8735 and the highest .9015. The average 
specific gravity is 17.66 resulting in an estimated .8884 fineness. For me, this 
is within a reasonable margin of error to .8842. A fineness of .884 is shown on 
the token. 


The obverse dies for the 1 oz. and 2 tokens are from the R.J. Negus tokens 
shown in Ron Benice’s “Alaska and Yukon Tokens” under St. Michael. He is also 
known to have traded in Scammon Bay. However, the dies look earlier, and I 
suspect that he had some kind of business that we have not discovered prior to 
1920. These were struck with the drop hammer (outside at about zero degrees). 
All were struck at least twice. 


The obverse die for the 4 ounce token is a portion of a Fairbanks Coin Club die 
for a medal honoring Leonhard Seppala. His portrait is shown in cartouche, and 
I have used that portion of the die. As a result of positioning by hand, all of these 
will be slightly different. These were pressed using the screw press. Because of 
the high relief, up to 8 pressings and annealings were required. 


These are sold out. 


Blank on die Blank on die, with reverse die _ First impression with screw press 
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ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


ALASKA RARE COINS, P.O. BOX 72832, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 Phone 907 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


See page 24 
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JOCKEY CLUB TRADE DOLLAR 
MOOSE PASS, ALASKA Ode TEA0es 


<>. BAR, MOTEL &} 
C RESTAURANT ‘< 
© os) 


— CHARTER 
AIR SERVICE — 
FISHING & 
HUNTING 


by Harry Waterson 


The 1967 Alaska Purchase Centennial was a major numismatic 
event. It is amazing just how many variations there are on this 
theme. Recently, Bonnie and Don Eggerman presented this 
writer with a medal issued by a relative of Bonnie. 


+ 
0, 3 
PSE pass, DY 


It is a 40mm bronze Jockey Club Trade Dollar. The Jockey Club was in Moose Pass, Alaska 
and was owned and operated by Aletha and Wayne Racine from 1948 to 1980. The Jockey 
Club was a bar, motel and restaurant, and also provided charter air service and hunting and 
fishing trips. Wendell’s of Minneapolis struck 1,000 of these. Another fifty were struck in 
silver and the Eggermans have heard of at least two gold plated medals exist. A little research 
produced this story about the design of the medal. This is from the Fairbanks Daily News 
Miner, Dec. 27, 1963. 


“Major Robert Vodicka of Elmendorf Air Force Base designed the 
emblem, judged last week as the winning entry for the Alaskan Cen- 
tennial emblem contest. Major Vodicka was awarded a $1,000 cash 
prize for his design, utilizing the insignia of a totem pole depicting a 
Russian church, representing the early Russian rule, The Eagle, sym- 
bolic of America’s purchase and also of the period of Alaska’s history 
when the territory was governed by the War, Treasury and Navy De- 
partments. Above the eagle, a gold panner representing the gold strikes 
that brought wealth and fame to Alaska, and above him, the train is 
meant to symbolize ensuing improvements in all forms of transporta- 
tion. The 49th star was envisioned by the artist, not only to recall 
Alaska’s achievement of statehood, but also as a star of law and order and of the vast possibilities that 
lie ahead for the 49th state. The seal of the Alaska Purchase Centennial also contains the Alaska flag 
and numerous mountains, one peak representing the 20,300 foot Mt. McKinley (now Denali), the high- 
est mountain in North America.” 


This seal design was used on everything; glasses, coffee mugs, salt & pepper shakers, plates, 
ash trays, aluminum trays, decanters, patches and practically anything it would stick to. An 
afternoon on eBay found numerous numismatic items. It is certain that further research would 
turn up even more. It would seem there was a very persuasive medal salesman that was going 
from town to town in Alaska in the middle 1960s with a nice sample case and an open order 
book. Major Vodicka created an evocative design whose images spoke to Alaskans. Its use 
across so many media speaks to the talent and vision of the designer. It is only a year to the 
sesquicentennial of the Alaskan purchase and so far a Google search does not turn up any 
designs to celebrate that mile stone. 


Wayne Racine died in a plane crash in 1980 and Aletha then sold the Jockey Club in Moose 
Pass. When the estate was settled she moved back to the lower 48 where she died in 1994. 
From 1967 to 1980 many of the Jockey Club Trade Dollars were redeemed at the Club and 
put back into circulation. There is one roll where all the numbers are in sequence and that roll 
has been in the family since Wendell’s struck them. When Aletha returned to Missouri she 
brought that roll and a poke of redeemed tokens back with her. Her younger relatives fondly 
remember playing with them as toy money. This would seem a great use for these tokens and 
a fond recollection to the great adventure in the life Aletha Racine. 


INO PUT OF 0 a uP S 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Finally! Finally the April auction is done and I can 
include the Alaska items with this newsletter. These 
can be found on the last two pages. 


This month our thanks go to Harry Waterson for his 
article on the Moose Pass Trade Dollar. Some of these 
modern items get overlooked, and do not get prop- 
erly documented. 


There were a couple of good pieces on eBay recently. 
Another Goodrich from Nome sold for $7000B, 
while the Northern from Tanana had a BIN at $600, 
but best offer was accepted. The Skagway dog li- 
cense -while not a token, it sure looked like one - 
brought $136.45 (see For the Record). Finally, an 
A.C.Co. 29mm maverick brought $338.33FTR. 


There are quite a number of modern woods and to- 
kens in “For the Record” this month. More will fol- 
low next month. Of special interest is the Black Fly 
Bar from Baker Creek, Alaska. There are several 
Baker Creeks in Alaska, but this one has us stumped. 
There is a Baker Creek up on the Elliott Highway, 
but there really is not a settlement there. Perhaps our 
wood guru, David Phillips can ferret this one out for 
us. 


The next issue will be after the close of our April 16 
auction, probably about the first of May. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page- $50 Y“page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Canteen Bar, 12’2¢, B-10a 17.25 
Anchorage, Union Club, set of 4, B-38 12.000B 
Chisana, Anderton, $1, B-1b 22.00 
Cordova, Northern Drug, set of 3, B-28 a-c 76.00 
Fairbanks,Pioneer Hotel, 5¢, B-45al 32.10 


Fairbanks/Eielson AFB, AK Coachways, B-Tla 31.00 


Ft. Wainwright, Barber Shop, pre-1967 w/hole 30.00 
(Haines), miniature Tinnah replica 35.000B 
Juneau, New York Exch., 6%, B-53bI 9.990B 
Juneau, Tony’s Place, 12’2¢, B-70a 39.01 
Ketchikan, T.N. Kushi, 50¢, B-27c 31.00 
Ketchikan, Scandia Bar, 10¢, B-55b 75.000B 
Ketchikan, T&M Pioneer, $1, B-46c 48.00 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of AK scrip, 1939 27.00 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of AK scrip, 1939 50.00 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of AK scrip, 1939 13.50 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of AK scrip, 1939 82.00 
Kobuk, Harry Brown, set of 3, B-1 a-c 35.000B 
Kodiak, Brown Bear Bus, return fare, B-Tla 45.00 
Koyukuk, Vernetti, 25¢, B-3b 45.00 
Koyukuk, Vernetti, $1, B-3d 14.02 
Kwethluk, Food Stamp Token set 103.50 
Nome, Columbia, | Drink, B-17a 95.000B 
Nome, Goodrich Bros., no denom., B-23.2a 700.000B 
Petersburg, OK’s Place, 5¢ and 10¢, B-7 a+b 42.88 


Russian River, Henton’s Lodge, 1 Drink OB79.00NB 


Savoonga, R.C.C., set of 7, (no $10), B-1 45.000B 
Savoonga, R.C.C., set of 8, B-1 58.95BIN 
Skagway, BPOE, 12'4¢, B-B-2a 22.50 
Skagway, McCeedy & Elliott, $1, B-16e 13.00 
Skagway, Dog License, 1903 136.45FTR 


Snug Harbor, Pioneer Canneries, $1.25 box, B-2a 29.00 
Talkeetna, B.N. Pool Room, 12'4¢, B-lal 29.00 


Tanana, Northern, Drk or Cigar, B-6a BIN600.00BOA 


Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢, B-4b 29.88 
Valdez, Seattle Hotel, 12'2¢, B-20a 95.000B 
A.C.Co., “M”, maverick. 29mm 338.33FTR 
AYPE, ecased cent, potty 78.00 
AYPE, ecased cent, round 2521 
AYPE, ecased cent, horseshoe 69.88 
Hudsons Bay Co., “50” 32.00 
ATC&PN, 10 years, Vol. I 92.00 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not 
Sell; FTR= see For the Record. 
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If you have read our book Tinnahs & Seal Skins, 

Gold Dust & Bingles, you will know that in 1907 

there was a banking crisis. This was nationwide, and r 
it did reach Alaska. If you read the articles about the 
banks in Fairbanks and the Clearing House Certifi- 
cates, you will realize the banks didn’t really play 
nice with each other. 


So it is interesting that just two months before this 
crisis a check was issued and honored by two of the 
opposing banks in a very unusual manner. 


The check was printed for the Fairbanks Banking 
Company. This name was crossed out, and Wash- 
ington-Alaska Bank written above. 


Either the signer had run out of checks on his Wash- 
ington-Alaska account, or he switched banks, and had 
not received properly printed checks. 


The check was issued to the Fairbanks Telephone 
Co., deposited in their account with the Fairbanks 
Banking Co. (stamped on back), and then honored 
by the Washington-Alaska Bank (stamped on front). 


Only months later (February 1908) the Washington- 
Alaska Bank was not accepting Clearing House Cer- 
tificates on the First National Bank of Fairbanks (the 
3rd bank in town). 


This is available for $10 postpaid. 
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POLAR MEDALS 


Adrien de Gerlache de 
Gomery, ship Belgica. 
“1897-1909. First Win- 
ter in Antarctic pack ice. 
Greenland, Barents and 
Kara Seas.” 


Bronze, 65mm. 
Price realized - $224.50 


Nuclear Ice Breaker 
“Arctic”. North Pole, 
1977. U.S.S.R. Navy. 


Copper, 65mm. 
Buy It Now - $32.00 
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DIAMOND TOOTH KIM? 


Our “man in Dawson,” Vic Tubman reports that the 
“KIM” token with the Diamond Tooth Gerties danc- 
ing girl on the back is a, how should I put this, favor 
to one of the dancers. 


“Kim (ed. note: I am omitting a last name) was one 
of the Gertie dancing girls in the late 80s. The man- 
ager at the time thought it would be a nice gesture to 
specialize a few chips with her name. I was working 
at a hotel at the time and never thought to hang on to 
a keepsake.” 


One can see how this might be frowned upon by the 


overseers of DTG. Put it dancing girl up, and you 
have a 50¢ token! 


EIELSON CIVILIAN CLUB 


Eielson AFB was established in 1943 as Mile 26 
Field, a satellite facility to Ladd AFB (later Ft. Wain- 
wright) in Fairbanks. 


The chip is a light blue-green (or green-blue depend- 
ing on your color vision) with gold printing. 


Our source indicates that there are other colors, but 
he has not brought them in. We will see what we can 
do to get more information. 


FOR THE RECORD 
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Black Fly Bar 
\& 2 


ROYAL FORK 
BUFFET 


+3 


CHICKEN: (Chicken Bar), (Beer?). Dark blue on (FAIRBANKS): Royal Fork Buffet, Bonus Coin. 
wood. White on green plastic, 38mm (ill. next column). 


Welcome to Cordova, Alaska ! 


Cordova greets you and hopes you have an exciting and memorable visit. 


Any questions, just ask anywhere you see the Chamber emblem. We are ready 

to help you enjoy Cordova. : 
Stop by the Chamber office. Visit our museum and visitor center. 

Most of all come back soon... and often ! 


Cordova Chamber of Commerce 
P.0. Box 99 © Cordova. Alaska 99574 
(907) 424-7260 


CORDOVA: Coupon book with seven coupons. Ap- 
pears blue on yellow. 3'4 by 8 inches. Shown at a 


reduced size (submitted by Kaye Dethridge). FAIRBANKS: Sefior Flannigan’s, $5 towards next 


= purchase. Gold on green plastic, 42mm. 
FAIRBANKS: Club Manchu, Back Up Drink. Gold 
on blue plastic, 28mm. 
(FAIRBANKS/NORTH POLE): Arctic Bar, Circle 
NORTH POLE: Badger Den. Probably a drink to- 
ken. Black on yellow plastic, 41.4mm_ (illustrated 


M, good for one beer. Two colors: black on orange 
and black on pink, 38mm 

(FAIRBANKS): Club Soda (Beer?). Black on green next page). 

plastic, 29mm. 
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FOR THE RECORD, cont. 


(SITKA): Shee Atika, Inc. 40 Years, 1974 to 2014. 


Bionde: tein (Gaubmitted By Kaye Dethtides), ALASKA RAILROAD: Trucker pin/badge, steel, 


38mm. Pin missing. ID badge? Price realized - $82.00 
(submitted by Kaye Dethridge). 


SKAGWAY: Dog License, 1903, bronze, about 
26mm with central hole. PR - $136.45. 


SOLDOTNA: Maverick Saloon, Good for a free 
drink. Black on pink plastic, 42mm. A better image, 
submitted by J.D. Williams. 


A.C. CO.: “M”. Aluminum, 29mm. Maverick at- 
tributed to St. Michaels by some collectors. I am not 
a believer. Decoration at the top of the “diamond” is 
different on both sides. Maker’s mark of “L.H. Moise, 
S.F.” indicates it was made prior to 1904. There is 
also a 38mm version, with and without an NG 
counterstamp. See May 2015, page 31 of ATC&PN. 


ALASKA SPORTS HALL OF FAME: Healthy 
Futures. Uniface with green, white and blue enamel 
on brass, 45mm plus loop. 
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COMMEMORATIVE TRANS-ALASKA PIPELINE MEDALLION 
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This is a relatively common medal is bronze or antiqued cupronickel. I don’t know that we have seen it in 
1 oz. pure silver before. It is edge marked 087 .999 Fine, and the back of the card is marked in pencil “No. 
087 of 100 minted, .999 fine silver.” 


It is really nicely toned, in its original card holder. Since this is so scarce, this will be featured in our April 
16 auction (Alaskan portion included with this issue). See lot number 286. For a complete list email or 
phone, or go to www.alaskararecoins.com and click on the link. 


KENTUCKY FRIED CHICKEN 


It seems that Kentucky Fried Chicken is having a hard 
time finding a new “Colonel Sanders.” The first one 
was the “evil” Col. Sanders. He was just creepy. He 
was replaced by Norm MacDonald. I was OK with 
Norm, but no one asked me. They are now on their 
third “new” Col. Sanders. 


We have offered this set of three 4 oz. silver ingots 
before. We had some one ask to be notified if we got 
another set. Of course, we don’t remember who that 
was. 


ye 


So here is another lot in our April 16 auction. See lot 
number 285. 
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AUCTION TO BE HELD IN FAIRBANKS 


APRIL 16, 2016 


Bids accepted until Noon, April 16 - Auction begins at 7:00PM 


By mail - Alaska Rare Coins, 551-B Second Ave., Fairbanks, AK 99701 


By phone - 907-452-6461 By email -akcoins@mosquitonet.com 
The complete auction can be viewed at www.alaskararecoins.com 


ALASKA TOKENS & MEDALS ESTIMATE 


276 


277 


278 


279 


280 


281 


282 


283 


284 


285 


286 


287 


Alakanuk Tokens: Alstrom Trading Co., 25¢ and 50¢, $1, $5, $10 and $20, B-1 a-f, all AU 


except the 25¢ which is EF with minor corrosion. 6 tokens. 85.00 
Anchorage Token: Canteen Bar, 12’2¢, B-10a, AU+ with luster. A popular pictorial token made 
of copper. Previously quite scarce, not so much now. 50.00 


Chatanika Token: Bingle Fritz, 25¢, B-1a, VG to Fine. These were rare back in the 70s. 
The rumor is that a hoard was split three ways. They were slowly put on the market until 
recently. Apparently, one party has sold off a quantity on eBay. These are now affordable. A 


fun, bi-metal token. 25.00+ 
Chatanika Token: Bingle Fritz, 50¢, B-1b, VF. Same story as the preceding lot. These tokens are 

bi-metal with a brass ring and aluminum plug in the center. Quite the innovation at the time. 25.00+ 
Chitina Token: Navada, McCutchen & Griffiths, 12'2¢, B-4a, VF. A popular token made from 

“Native Copper from Chitina Alaska.” 75.00 
Valdez Token: (Copper Block) Buffet, 12'2¢ in trade, B-4b, about VF. Very popular pictorial 

copper token with a view of Valdez harbor (before the 1964 earthquake). 45.00 
Dawson, Yukon Token: M&N Bar & Billiard Hall, 25¢ in trade, B-15a. The M&N has been 

scraped off intentionally, otherwise at least fine, with light corrosion. Catalogs for $350. 125.00+ 


Alaska Festival of Music Medals, 1960, sterling silver and (2) bronze. The sterling medal is quite 

scarce. This is the first we have had in years. The bronze are quite common, and issued with 

and without loop. All are edge marked: the silver is marked “Herff Jones Sterling,” while the 

bronze are marked “H.J. Co.” Very attractive, with hand conducting over mountains. We 

think this is the nicest rendition of the state seal we have seen on a medal. Because of the 

maker, we believe these are cast. Three medals. 150.00 
Alaska Silver & Bronze Medals. Included are: 1967 Purchase Centennial celebration at Pioneer 

Memorial Park (A67), and the 1971 visit of Japanese Emperor Hirohito to Anchorage. Each 

set has a silver and bronze medal. Approximately 1.77 troy ounces of silver total. 70.00 
Kentucky Fried Chicken, set of three 4 ounce silver ingots, 1981. It seems that KFC is having a 

hard time finding a new “Colonel Sanders.” The first replacement was the “evil” Col. 

Sanders. He was just creepy. He was replaced with Norm MacDonald. I was OK with Norm 

but no one asked me. There is now a third “new” Colonel Sanders. No less intriguing is this 

set of ingots. Issued in 1981, these ingots feature Alaskan motifs: Map and Moose; Flag and 

Grizzly; Mt. McKinley and Dall Sheep. Since they are 4 oz., one would think there should 

be a fourth, but there isn’t. We only see these infrequently. 25.00+ 
Commemorative Trans-Alaska Pipeline Medallion, 1976, 1 oz. .999 silver. This medal is common 

in bronze and oxidized copper-nickel. I don’t know that we have seen this in pure silver before. 

Edge marked “087 .999 Fine.” The back of the card holder is marked in pencil “Number 087 

of 100, .999 Fine Silver.” A very nice design by Monte Milliken of Anchorage. In its original 

card holder, and nice toning around the periphery. 100.00+ 
Trans-Alaskan Pipeline 1 oz. Silver Medal Set. Over a four year period, (12) one ounce silver 

medals were minted to commemorate the construction of the Pipeline (1974-1977). Although 

very popular in the beginning, by the end of the program interest had waned resulting in lower 

mintages for the later issues. This set is complete and housed in the original box, which is hard 

to find, along with the original paperwork. Also included is the rare “mule” medal from 1976 

(see the next lot for a full description), giving a total of 13 medals. The original sales price 

was $360, plus $35 for the case. A wonderful piece of Alaska numismatic history. 13 pcs. 375.00+ 
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ALASKA MEDALS & ALASKANA ESTIMATE 


288 Trans-Alaskan Pipeline 1 oz. Silver Medal, 1976M. This is #6 in the 12 piece set listed previously. 
In their haste to get #6 to market, they used the reverse die that was used on medals #2 to #5. 
When the new reverse die was available (used on #6 to #9), they switched to the new die. Only 
about 1,400 “mules” were struck before the new die was ready. 

289 Massive Uniface Bronze Medals. A harbor scene of Skagway and the Whitehorse Rapids. We 
had these made in 1984 by Medallic Art Co. They are 3.5” (89mm) in diameter, about 6.5mm 
thick, and weigh 10.75 oz. each. They are struck from antique souvenir ash tray dies. If you 
collect Alaska post card, or if you search for them on eBay, you will find scenes identical to 
those on these medals. Only 100 of each were struck. These are both numbered 027. 2 medals. 

290 Iditarod 1 oz. Silver Medal, 1995. 5,000 were minted in 1995, this being number 18! Doug 
Swingley won the race that year. 

291 State of Alaska Silver Medals, 1996. Included in this lot is the Proof 1 oz. (9,790), 1 oz. proof- 
like and | oz. matte finish (2,975) and % oz. (1,950) with mintages in parenthesis. This was 
the year the Alaska Mint switched from true proof-like to a matte finish, but still referring to 
them as proof-like. The mintage reflects the total for the two types. This was the popular 
caribou issue. All are in their original packaging. 

292 University of Alaska Rifle Team NCAA National Champions Medal. These were minted 
around 2000 with only 100 numbered (this is #62). The University of Alaska Fairbanks has 
won the National Championship 10 times, and has been runner up seven times. The first three 
championships are noted on the medal. A rifle is depicted on the obverse, the University seal 
is on the reverse. With its original packaging. 

293 State of Alaska, 1/20 oz. Gold Medal, 2004. The state program featured the head of a polar bear 
that year. Only 93 were issued! The current 1/20 oz. gold medals are selling for $125. 

294 Avakoff Gold Pin. It is very rare for us to find a jewelry item made by pioneer jeweler Harry 
Avakoff. This pin (or tie tack) is a curling stone, a bit crude. The reverse bears Avakoff’s 
hallmark and is stamped 14kt. It has a gold content of .025 troy ounces. 

295 Alaska Bicentennial “Bear” Legislator License Plate, 1976. We believe this plate belonged 
to John Butrovich, a former State Senator and former president of the Fairbanks Coin Club! 
The number on the plate is AAB 005 and states “Legislator on the bottom in raised letters. 

The final sticker on the plate is 1980 and the plate has been bent. This is the first legislator 


50.00+ 


125.00 


100.00 


180.00 


50.00+ 


200.00+ 


100.00 


plate of this issue we have seen. A neat, historic item. 50.00-200.00 


TINNAHS & SEAL SKINS, 
GOLD DUST & BINGLES 


The book is 396 pages, 9” by 6”. The cover is full color with text ¥ : MAP KA 
printed yellow on black. The paper bound edition is available for eT a Sookon 


$33 by priority mail. ahs 4 


We printed a few extra hard bound copies, and these are available 
for $70 via priority mail. The hard bound copies feature a few color 


pages. 


What readers are saying about “Jinnahs & Seal Skins, 
Gold Dust & Bingles”: 


“Best book ever written on the subject.” 


“Very well done, nice coverage of everything interesting in Alaskan 
numismatics.” 


“What a wonderful book. It’s a book I’m really going to enjoy read- 
ing.” 


“The most important book ever written on Alaska numismatics.” 
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ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 
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XY POLAR VUMISMATIST VOLUME XXXVI, NO. 4, MAY., 2016. 


North of 60° ----- 


GARRETT JACKSON, TLINGIT ARTIST 


(from his website: http://tlingitcarver.webs.com) 
Tinnah: the symbol of wealth among the Tlingit. 


My Tlingit name is X’eich’, I am of the Eagle Moiety, 
and the Bear clan, of the Bear House, of Angoon. I ama 
child of the Dog salmon. I was born in Juneau, Alaska 
in 1968. I have lived in Portland Oregon my entire life. 


I am of the Hooztnoowoo Tlingits. I have studied Na- 
tive northwest coast art since 1978 and carving since 
1989. I have been owner and operator of Jackson Art 
Originals since 1990. My carvings have been sold in the 
Portland Art Museum, the Seattle Center, the ““Made in 
Oregon” stores, several galleries and private sales. I have 
pieces in private collections throughout the world as well. One of my full sized carved canoe 
paddles is on display at the O.H.S.U. library. I also have two headdresses in the permanent 
collection of the Burke Museum in Seattle, Washington, one of which is in the “AYP Expo” 
of 2009. 


I really enjoy studying the old pieces my ancestors made (the Angoon, Killisnoo area), and 
trying to capture the same feelings and traditions in my works. 


The main inspiration for my works come from items my great grandfather, Lt. George T. 
Emmons collected from the south east Alaskan villages (for museums throughout the world) 
in the late 1800s and early 1900s. Lt. Emmons had a son with the daughter of Chief Saginaw 
Jake, of Killisnoo. Emmon’s son was my grandfather, Larry Jackson. Larry was left with 
this mother in Killisnoo and was soon adopted by his grandfather, Chief Jake. Larry came to 
be known as “Larry, Jake’s son. When the census was taken, he was listed as “Larry Jack- 


” 


son. 


I never got to know my grandfather, but I feel closer to him when I study and try to recreate 
the older pieces that he grew up around. 
* * * * * 


Garrett Jackson is making miniature versions of the 
“Tinnah,” hand hammering and shaping the copper as 
his ancestors did. If you search eBay for “tinnah,” you 
will find his pendants, pins/brooches, key chains and 
earrings available at a very reasonable prices. He also 
sells on esty (www.esty.com/search?q=tinnah). Re- 
ally a small price to pay for such a culturally important 
item. 


If you go to his website, you can see a tinnah that is 
23% inches by 16 inches (shown to the right), as well 
as traditional Tlingit masks, panels, boxes and a full 
size totem pole! Way cool! 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Here is your chance to get a real, hand hammered 
tinnah from an Alaskan native artist! See the front 
page. Let’s support an Alaskan artist. 


David Phillips provides a look at a sales promotion 
spearheaded with wooden nickels in his VIDNEY 
TO BURN column. David and Betty will be mak- 
ing another Alaska Wooden Token Expedition this 
summer. Looking forward to seeing them 


We present a couple of pages of previously unreported 
drink tokens in For the Record. There will be a few 
more next month. 


eBay was relatively quite this month. The Peerless 
Cigar Store made another appearance (its 4th), only 
attracting one bid at its opening bid of $200. Previ- 
ously, it has brought $1,575, $935 and $565 (Thanks 
JWT) Are there more out there? Time will tell. 


While it carries a catalogue value of $200, I was nev- 
ertheless surprised when the Nome Far North Trans- 
portation realized $147.91. 


The last three pages have some items for your col- 
lection. If you didn’t blow your wad in our auction, 
here is your chance to support the economy in 
Fairbanks, Alaska. Remember, we are hurting here 
because you guys aren’t paying enough for our gas 
at the pump ;) 

ee a ee Se a ce ee a ee 
Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page-$50 “Y%page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Cordova, Northern Drug, 12'2¢, B-28c 25.000B 
Fairbanks, Bentley Dairy, 10¢, B-6a 29.55 
Fairbanks, Univ. Coach, 12'2¢, B-T8a 9.990B 
Juneau, Occidental Bar, 12'%2¢, B-55a 50.000B 
Juneau, Occidental Hotel, 12'2¢, B-56b 43.55 


Juneau, Peerless Cigar Store, 12'4¢, B-60.1a 200.000B 


Juneau, SF Bakery, 12'2¢, B-65a 46.01 
Ketchikan, Hop Wo, 10¢, B-17a 66.57 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of AK scrip, 1939 13.25 
Ketchikan, Wingren’s, food stamp tokens 24.50 
Kodiak, Brown Bear Bus, return fare, B-Tla 10.51 
Nome, Far North Trans., one fare, B-Tla 147.91 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 26.00 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blIII 39.99 
(Seward), Spring Creek CC, 5¢ 91.09 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 10¢, B-14a 9.990B 
Tonsina, Jake Nafsted, 12'’2¢, B-la 57.95 
Valdez, CB Buffet, 12'2¢, B-4b 24.06 
(Wildwood), WCC, 25¢ 5.51 
Dawson, YT, Tanana Hotel, 25¢, B-21a 52.00 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not 
Sell; FTR=see For the Record. 


DIMINISHING RETURNS 


There is a unique token. It sells for $1,575. The owner 
dies, and it sells again, this time for $935. That owner 
dies, and it sells for $565. And that owner dies and it 
sells for $200. OK, I’m using the price history of the 
Peerless Cigar Store. 


I have always held that the market for Alaska tokens 
is very thin. I have said that if 5 collectors die, that 
$1,500 (or $1,000 or $500) token becomes a $200 
token because that sixth collector won’t pay more 
than $200 for anything. Granted, this does not take 
into consideration any new collectors coming into 
the hobby. 


In the case of the Peerless Cigar Store, additional 
tokens coming onto the market has depressed the 
price. It sold for its opening bid, so one collector was 
willing to pay $200. If the opening bid was $100, 
how many bidders would there have been? 


And what of the seller? He has made a quick $3,295, 
but lost credibility. But memories are short. 


29 


SPENARD & ROBARTS 


In this exerpt from “Patterns of the Past: An Inven- 
tory of Anchorage’s Heritage Resources,” we learn 
where the name for Spenard originated, and a little 
bit about Robarts Billiards-Bowling (Anchorage B- 
34). 


Joe Spenard began an out-of-the-ordinary homestead there. 
His improvements included a full-scale resort with a road- 
house, bathhouses and bathing beach. (The small park and 
beach at Lake Spenard is similary situated to Spenard’s 
resort.) Joe was not an ordinary individual. His notoriety, 
as one who enjoyed a “good time,” had already been es- 
tablished during the initial year of Anchorage’s growth. At 
the time he ran “City Express,” a delivery service. An early 
Anchorage Daily Times captures some of his personality: 
“Joe Spenard caused considerable excitement Saturday 
afternoon when he attempted to drive his yellow car through 
the doors of the Robarts pool hall. He made the attempt 
for a box of cigars promised him by Jack Robarts if he 
accomplished the feat; otherwise he was to pay the dam- 
ages. Joe is still smoking his pipe.” 


W.R.L.F. 


The 4H Western Region Leaders Forum was held in 
Fairbanks the first week in March. As my wife is 
very active in 4H, I was drafted into service, prima- 
rily as a shuttle driver between the airport and hotel. 


In addition to being a shuttle driver, on two evenings 
I provided the participants with the opportunity to 
make their own | gram silver tokens. About 60 people 
took advantage of the chance to smash their hand 
with a 3 or 8 pound hammer. Fortunately, none did. 


In striking, at least two blows were required. For the 
second blow, I rotated the dies 180 degrees. This usu- 
ally resulted in a decent strike. For some, I had to 
say “Hit it again, harder” (loudly) several times. All 
were pleased with the results. 


Rotating the dies between striking allowed the top 
die to mushroom in a pretty uniform fashion. I be- 
lieve this helped to extend the die life. 
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ARC SPRING AUCTION 


From Alaska Rare Coins Apr. 16 auction. 


Lot PR 
276 Alakanuk tokens 45 
277 Anchorage token 34 
278 Chatanika token, 25¢ 14 
279 Chatankia token, 50¢ 15mb* 
280 Chitina token 75mb* 


281 Valdez token 45 


282 Dawson token 140mb* 
283 Alaska Fest. of Music medals 135mb* 
284 Alaska silver & bronze medals 60mb* 
285 Kentucky Fried Chicken 35mb* 
286 Trans-Alaska Pipeline medallion 85mb* 
287 Trans-Alaskan Pipeline set 310 


288 Trans-Alaskan Pipeline mule 44 


289 Massive bronze medals 110mb* 
290 Iditarod 1995 medal 60mb* 
291 State of Alaska 1996 medals 100 


292 University of Alaska Rifle Team medal 50mb* 


293 State of Alaska 2004 1/20 oz. gold 190mb* 
294 Avakoff gold pin 90mb* 
295 Alaska Legislator License Plate 75mb 


mb = sold to mail bidder * = reduced bid 
Mail bidders saved $374 from their maximum bids. 


Before the Forum, I melted my “left over” gold from 
about 20 sources and hand struck 15 gold tokens. 
These are my standard 1 DWT size. The COA is un- 
numbered. 


These were offered for sale in the “cache” at the Fo- 
rum. Those that did not sell are available for $75, 
postpaid. I will also include a silver example. 


(MONEY TO &; 
BURN \e 


by David Phillips 


TAKE PRIDE IN KETCHIKAN 


A series of woods issued by businesses in Ketchikan, 
and obviously issued as a promotion under the um- 
brella of the Ketchikan Chamber of Commerce, 
apeared in Ketchikan in the late spring, early sum- 
mer of 1988. This date is established by the expiry 
date of 9/30/88 shown on “Nancy’s Ketchikan Jew- 
elers.” 


In all, there are thirteen different woods with the iden- 
tical obverse design, so are obviously part of the same 
promotion. Does any one know of more? 


Most of these woods grant a percentage off the pur- 
chase price, exceptions being a 4 price bag of pop 
corn at the Ben Franklin Store; One Free Game of 
Bowling at the Bowling Center, and $1 off any $10 
purchase at Stenfjords Plaza Drug. 


The Ketchikan Chamber of Commerce was contacted 
for further details, but these are have been “lost in 
the mists of time.” Julie Isom, the new Executive 
Director did tell me that only one of these businesses 
is still in business today - Tongass Trading. 


My thanks to Julie for her help and cooperation. 
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In The Plaza _ 


201 Dock St. 
< (907) 225-5101 


225-1577 


FOR THE RECORD 


& rt FAIRBANKS: Midnite Mine, good for one drink, 
large glass. (3) different: white on gray, blue and white 


ANCHORAGE: (Eagles) F.O.E. Aerie #4207, good glow in the dark plastic(!), 28mm. 
for one drink. Black on brown plastic, 38mm. 


FAIRBANKS: Midnite Mine, good for one drink, 
small glass. (2) different: white on gray and white on 
white glow in the dark plastic, 28mm. 


FAIRBANKS: Midnite Mine, good for one drink, 
no glass. (3) different: black on blue, green and white 
plastic, 28mm. 


FAIRBANKS: Midnite Mine, good for one free 
drink. Black on green plastic, 28mm 


FAIRBANKS: American Legion, Dorman H. Baker 
Post #11, good for one refreshment. Three different: 
black on white, blue and red plastic, uniface, 38mm. 


FAIRBANKS: American Legion, 32nd annual West- 
ern District Convention, 1988, (Dorman H. Baker 
Post 11). Mile post on reverse. Black on wood. 


FAIRBANKS: Eagles #1037, good for one drink. 
Silver on blue plastic, 41mm. 


oe IS 
x LODGE as 


#1392 


GOOD FOR ONE BEER 


% nS 
Hest NO 


FAIRBANKS: Moose Lodge #1392, good for one 
beer. White on blue plastic, 38mm. 
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FOR THE RECORD, cont. 


Te, “6 . VALDEZ: Aerie #1971 (Eagles), $4. Black on white 
KS DER o 
A gi ; 4445 ; oe  é plastic, 28mm (previous column). 
if x LODGE & \ & Q __(Editor’s Note: there is also a white on red $5) 
i 1) 
# 1392 ~ m 


GOOD FORONEDRINK ~A ON 
OF YOUR A é 
ae r a 4c : 2 


FAIRBANKS: Moose Lodge #1392, good for one 
drink. Purple on white plastic, with rim, 42mm. 


VALDEZ: Aerie 1971 (Eagles), good for one drink. 
Silver on red plastic, 41mm. 


FAIRBANKS: Northward Lounge, good for one 
drink. Non-metallic gold on blue, 38mm 


VALDEZ: Aerie #1971 (Eagles). (3) different: all 
silver printing on blue, white and red plastic, 41mm. 


VALDEZ: 1971 FOE (Aerie #1971, Eagles). Gold 
on red, 38mm poker chip (clay?). 


VALDEZ: (Elks) Lodge 2537 (slanted letters), Swit- 
zerland of Alaska (large letters). Silver on black plas- 
tic, 41mm. 


VALDEZ: Aerie #1971 (Eagles), $3. White on blue 
plastic, 28mm. 


VALDEZ: (Elks) Lodge 2537, Switzerland of Alaska. 
(4) different: all silver printing on white, blue, silver 
and green plastic, 42mm reduced size to fit. 
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ALASKA STERLING SILVER SPOON 


This is a neat souvenir spoon, not as ornate or detailed as some. These weigh a little over half an ounce. An 
inexpensive antique spoon to “go-with” your tokens and medals. Shown actual size. We have 5 available. 
These were actually used, and not just displayed. $25.00 each plus $5 postage per order. 


50 YEARS OF STATEHOOD 


I am sure we have seen this before, but I see no 
record of it in the index. 


One ounce pure silver with selective gold plating. 
Minted by the Northwest Territorial Mint. The 
ones we have seen appear to be packaged for re- 
tail sale in tourist shops. One shows a retail price 
of $79.99 on the packaging. 


2 available for $35 each plus $5 postage per order. 
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ITEMS FOUND ON AN UNTIDY DESK 


ANCHORAGE 

Anchorage Dairy, | Pt., B-7a 50.00 
Anchorage Dairy, | Qt., B-7b 7.50 
Bert’s Liquor, 15¢ & 25¢, B-9 a&b 25.00 
Cheechako Tav., 12'2¢, B-11bI 25.00 
D&D Bar, 25¢ to $1, 3 pes., B-14abd 30.00 
Alaska National Bank encased cent, 1973 5.00 
Alaska Zoo, Tiger, elongated cent 2.00 
Anchorage Shrine Circus 1961, 25¢ 5.00 
Denali Bar, Dave & Gladys, 70¢, copper 5.00 
Diamond Arcade, no cash value 2.00 
Driftwood, Trade Dollar (poker chip style) 5.00 
First Federal Savings & Loan Parking 3.00 
Gold Rush Hotel, 40mm brass 5.00 
Last Frontier, ALI, arcade token 2.00 
Moose Gooser set of 3, 20.00 
Anchorage Parking token 1.00 


Anchorage City Transit, one zone, B-Tla 2.00 
Anchorage City Transit, 10¢ Fare, B-T1b 3.00 


Anchorage Public Transit, B-T2a 2.00 
Anchorage Bus Token, B-T5a 5.00 
BARROW 

Tony’s Recreation, set of 4, B-1 a-d 50.00 
CORDOVA 

Alaskan Hotel, 12'%2¢, B-2a 10.00 


Chamber of Commerce 8 Bits (trade dollar) 8.00 
HEALY 


Black Diamond Treasure Hunt 8.00 
FAIRBANKS 
Creamer’s Dairy, 1 Quart, B-13b, used, not 

mint like the hoard tokens ;) 3.00 
Zapel’s Restaurant, 10¢, B-58a 10.00 
American Legion, | drink (mating bears) 5.00 
Boatel Bar, (drink), gold on blue 5.00 
Coin King (laundry), no date 3.00 
as above, 1982 3.00 
as above, 2000 3.00 
Hands All Around wood token 2.00 
Elks, 2009 convention, brz, 39mm 8.00 
Eskimo Olympics, 1965, bronze 5.00 
Eskimo Olympics, set of 3, 1965-67 Brz. 15.00 
Fairbanks Curlin Club, 1985, one drink 5.00 


Fairbanks Petroleum Corp., empty oil vial 5.00 
Kentucky Fried Chicken, 1/4 0z., grizzly 10.00 


Midnight Sun Baseball Game, 1995 5.00 
Midnight Sun Baseball Game, 2002 5.00 
Par 4, batting cage token 2.00 


Pastime Bar, $1.00, w/Fbks. white on black 8.00 
Pastime Bar, 75¢, w/o Fbks., white on black 8.00 
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as above, 90¢, white on light blue 

as above, $1, white on red 

Pioneer Memorial Park, A67, bronze 

Howling wolf elongated cent 

Sled Dog elongated cent (1988) 

Alaska Overland, one fare, B-T2a 

FNSB, one fare, B-T5g, dog sled 

FNSB, one fare, B-T5k, baseball 

FNSB, on fare, B-T5m, salmon derby 

HYDER 

The Bungalow, 25¢, B-2a 

as above, 50¢, B-2b 

KOTZEBUE 

Ferguson Stores, 50¢, corrossion, B-1b 

as above, $1, B-Ic, It corrosion, multiple 
dings 

JUNEAU 

AH King, 50¢, B-42c 

MATANUSKA VALLEY 

Trade dollar, 1965 

MILLER HOUSE 

Miller House Bar, One Drink, B-la 

SEWARD 

American Legion, Post 5, XXV (25¢) B-la 

Elks, 1967 convention, $1 in trade 

Mt. Marathon, 1966, silver 

WASILLA 

The Deli, free cup coffee, wood 

ALASKA - GENERAL 

Egan & Wade, 1962 

Alaska Boosters dollar 

Purchase Centennial, bear/map, brs. 40mm 

Alaska Prospectors Baseball Club, 2001, 
bronze with enamel and clear coat 

Alaska Dollar, Morgan Dollar design, brz. 

Alaska Mint adverting medal, brz., 39mm 

Alaska Mint, eagle on both side, but weakly 
struck - die set up trial piece. 

Oxford advertising medal, brs, 39mm, 
gold panner 


DAWSON, YUKON 

Comm. Klondike Gold Rush, brz, 36mm 

Pioneers of Alaska, 1998 convention, good 
for a Nip, wood token 

PINE VALLEY, YUKON 

Mile 1147 Alaska Hwy., free coffee 


POSTAGE: $5 per order. 
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8.00 
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ORIGINAL PACKAGING - ALL THE RAGE 


It has come to pass that the packaging may be worth 
more than the contents. Many times, the dust jacket 
of a book is worth more than the book. The most 
extreme we have experienced was a first edition of 
Tarzan of the Apes that were purchased in a large 
book collection nearly 30 years ago. It did not have 
the dust jacket and was only worth $400. With the 
dust jacket, it would have been worth $4,000+. 


If we are selling a US mint product, we are careful to 
state “all original papers and packaging,” or miss- 
ing.... 


In our auction, many medals will state original pack- 
aging, papers, etc. For older items, many times we 
just don’t know what the original packaging actually 
was. 


Here, we offer two Yukon items in original packag- 
ing. 


75th Anniversary 


of 
Klondike Gold Rush 


Formation of Yukon Territory 
The Yukon Field Force 


The White Pass & Yukon Route 


The Sisters of St. Anne 
in the Yukon 


100th Anniversary of the R.C.M.P. 
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The first is not unusual or rare as we have seen it 
before. It is for the Klondike Gold Rush and known 
as the Dawson Dollar. 


The white card is contained in a zip-lock bag 
(scuffed). The front is black on white while the back 
is a light blue. 


Only three available for $12 each. 


Something that we had not seen before is this round, 
snap-lock holder for this 1867-1967 commemorative 
by the Lombardo Mint. The medal is copper, and 
one of the nicest renditions of a gold panner we have 
seen. 


Only two of these are available at $15 each. Both 
show tape markings on the plastic. 


Please include $5 postage per order. 
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THOSE MILITARY UNIT TOKENS 


There have been several military tokens recently on eBay that have been attributed to 
Alaska based on a military unit being posted to Alaska. Obviously, this is troublesome. 


What brings this up is that I received a letter from a subscriber with documentation “prov- 
ing” that a token Company H of the 14th Infantry was from Camp Dyea and Ft. Wrangell. 
All it did was provide proof that they were in the Territory for a short period of time. 


Below is the text of a letter I sent to the subscriber: 


Thank you for your letter and information about the Company H token. Unfortunately, 
you and I will have to agree to disagree. 


Unless it can be shown that this was the only place that a military unit was stationed, 
attribution to Alaska is pure speculation. Just because a military unit was posted to Alaska 
does not mean that any token with that unit designation is of Alaska origin. The nature of 
the short term existence of such “forts”, and the logistics of getting supplies (tokens) to 
Alaska additionally makes it unlikely they are of Alaska origin. 


I have noticed a seller on eBay selling these, attributing the attribution to some one who is 
supposedly an authority on military history. Again, these attributions are purely specula- 
tive. 


I believe these attributions are made purely for financial gain. What better way to turn a 
$5 maverick token into a $100, $200 or $500 token than by attributing it to Alaska. 


Sadly, once a spurious attribution is made, it becomes established, and will probably con- 
tinue into the future. 


Sincerely, Dick Hanscom 


PS - I would loved to be proved wrong. 


* * * *  O® 


Ron Benice wrote an article for this newsletter (June 1997) about attributions of military 
tokens (copy free upon request for an SASE). With these attributions rearing their head 
again, I asked Ron, and he replied: “I stand 100% behind what’s in my book on this topic.” 


We quote from his book concerning Fort William H. Seward: “Numerous military units 
served here, most briefly. All of them had longer stays at other locations. No unit, or pair 
of units together, served only at this location. Frequent maverick attributions to this 
location....are speculative.” 


We strongly recommend requesting a copy of the June 1997 issue for further information. 


Tokens attributed to Fort William H. Seward and Ft. Liscum have recently appeared on 
eBay. It is encouraging that two of three went unsold. 


nnn nnn nnn nnn nn nnn nn nnn nnn nnn nnn nn nn nnn nnn nnn nnn nn nnn South of 50° 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Another early issue. I wanted to give you a heads up 
as soon as possible. 


It seems that old news becomes new news after a 
while. The reappearance of military unit tokens at- 
tributed to Alaska gets revisited this month. 


It is sad that there are people out there that prey upon 
collectors, making attributions that cannot be veri- 
fied, solely for financial gain. An additional example 
can be found on page 39. 


Thanks to Jim Robb and JW Terrill for some fun 
items. Without contributors, this newsletter would 
get boring, fast. 


This month, eBay was both interesting and disturb- 
ing. Rare tokens made an appearance, and other to- 
kens were attributed to Alaska with little or no sup- 
porting evidence. 


What appears to be at least a small accumulation of 
Bering River tokens made an appearance. An Atka 
Island Native Store brought $1,214. This was sur- 
passed by the A.C. Cafe from Unalaska at $2,225. 
This is not the plate coin in “Benice,” so there are at 
least two out there. And finally, a Nordale Hotel to- 
ken from Fairbanks set a high point for PR for this 
token at $414. All in all, a very productive month for 
eBay. 

a ee ee ee 
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may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page -$50 Y“page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 


38 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Cheechako Tavern, 12'2¢, B-l1bI 9.990B 


Atka, Atka Island Native Store, 10¢, B-1c 1,214.00 
Bering River, Hoohah Pkg., 50¢, B-1d 264.99 
Bering River, Hoohah Pkg., 50¢, B-1d 113.50 
Bering River, Hoohah Pkg., 50¢, B-1d 100.99 
Bering River, Hoohah Pkg., $1, B-le 131.49 
Bering River, Hoohah Pkg., $1, B-le 203.50 
Bering River, Hoohah Pkg., $1, B-le 100.99 
Bering River, Hoohan Pkg., $10, B-1g 107.51 
Chitina, Navada, 12'2¢, B-4a 50.000B 
Cordova, Old Crow, 6%¢, B-31a 35.000B 
Fairbanks, Chisholm & Hall, 12%¢, B-12a 162.50 
Fairbanks, Nordale Hotel, 25¢, B-38all 414.00 
Gakona, Valdez Trans. Co., 50¢ B-unl 57.47 
Hyder, Bungalow, $1, B-2c 53.57 
(Juneau), Anita Garnick encased cent 10.50 
Ketchikan, Artic Club Room, $1, B-4b 56.00 
Ketchikan, Bingle Club, set of 3, B-5.2 a-c 64.00 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of AK scrip, 1939 15.51 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of AK scrip, 1939 5.000B 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of AK scrip, 1939 21.62 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of AK scrip, 1939 21.62 
Little Diomede, Native Store, FST set 67.66 
Nabesna, Nebesna Trd. Co., $1, B-la 53.57 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 24.50 
(Petersburg), OK’s Place, 10¢, B-7b 15.000B 
Pitka’s Point, $1, B-1b, damaged 272.99 
Russian River, Henton’s Lodge, 1 Drink 79.000B 


Unalaska, A.C. Café, 10¢, B-la 2225.00 
Wrangell, Dalgity, 10¢, B-2b 376.00RNM* 
Wrangell, Benjamin’s FST set 84.33 


* privately sold after auction closed. 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not 
Sell; FTR= see For the Record. 


RUMRUNNER’S 


From KTVA website: 


“More than two years after a beating at the now-shut- 
tered Rumrunner’s Old Towne Bar and Grill, the 
owners and a bouncer were found guilty of assault. 


“A jury found the then-security guard Murville 
Lampkin and Rumrunner’s owners AB&M guilty of 
fourth-degree misdemeanor assault. Both defendants 
were found not guilty of felony second-degree as- 
sault. 


“The charges stem from an October 2011 incident in 
which Johnny Brown said he was tied up and beaten 


by Rumrunner’s bouncers. 


“The bar has since been shut down.” 


February 11, 2014. 


My guess is that Johnny Brown would not agree with 
the sentiments on the Rumrunner’s token. 


An interesting token using the happy/sad face we have 
seen dating at least back to the late 1800s. 


Aluminum, 39mm (submitted by J.W. Terrill). 
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THEATER COMIQUE 


From the same fine folks that brought you the highly imagi- 
native attributions of the military tokens discussed on the 
front page, now comes... 


When I pointed out that these were attributed to Seattle/ 
Tacoma on Tokencatalog.com (also known as Richard’s 
Token Database), his reply was: 


“The listing on tokencatalog (as are many, many listings) 
is in error in my opinion. The die style is Seattle maker, 
but very distinctive of many Alaska tokens - all were made 
in Seattle or other places. It fits the time period of the to- 
ken as well. I have a photo to back up my attribution, and 
stand by it.” 


Thad to respond: 


1) Yes, many listings are wrong, unfortunately some in 
Alaska. 

2) Yes, the die style is a Seattle maker, I disagree that it is 
“distinctive” to Alaska tokens. 

3) The Theatre Comique tokens were attributed by Al 
Erickson, to my mind a reputable collector. 

4) The other Theatre Comique tokens are of denomina- 
tions that gener- 
ally were not 
used in early 
Alaska. 

5) Just because 
you have a 
photo showing 
Theatre 
Comique in Nome is not proof that the token is from Nome, 
only that a business using that name was present. 

6) This attribution is as bogus as your attributions of mili- 
tary unit tokens to Alaska with no basis other than they 
were here at one time. This will be featured in the next 
issue of my newsletter. 

7) I will be sending out an email to my subscribers to warn 
them “buyer beware.” 

My guess is you find a maverick and scour the internet to 
find the “best” (most profitable) location to attribute it to. 


(I probably should have left that last sentence out!) 


The other denominations are 5¢ and 10¢. And yes, I real- 
ize this token says “Theater Comique,” while the 5¢ says 
“Comique Theatre.” 


JIM ROBB’S YUKON POTPOURRI 


It is always great to get a letter from Jim Robb. One 
never knows what is going to be in there. 


Recently, Jim sent some interesting items that I 
thought readers would like to see. 


Only Hotel in Whitehorse with Steam Heat in Every Room 


* 


White Pass Rotel 


MRS. A, K. VIAUX, Preprietress 
WHITEHORSE :: 2: YUKON, CANADA 


Comfortable Rooms, Electric Light, 
Bath, Hot and Cold Water 


Dining Room, Beer Parlor and Barber Shop in Connection. 


First off is a business card from the White Pass Ho- 
tel, promoting its luxurious accommodations, includ- 
ing “Dining Room, Beer Parlor and Barber Shop in 
Connection.” Black on pale green, actual size 118 x 
62mm. 


= = - 2 , 


Next, a note card of the “Kissing Buildings.” To quote 
from the back of the card: “more correctly known as 
the Third Avenue Hotel complex, date from at least 
1902. These buildings, located in Dawson City, were 
a store for Louis Brier, tobacconist.” 


Louis Brier’s Cigar Store, B-Sa 
(looks like someone needed a button) 


40 


wuvuyyVvyyyy 


CANADA 


ree" 


VU V VV EVE VEY. 
PHOTO. courtesy f Canada Past 


As part of the second series of Haunted Canada, 
Canada Post included a stamp of Bessie Gideon, 
former proprietor of the Caribou Hotel (B-la) in 
Carcross, Yukon. She died on October 27, 1933 and 
was buried in the Carcross cemetery. Unfortunately, 
a survey of the cemetery failed to uncover her grave 
site. 


Finally, a bit of Jim Robb humour (the Canadian spell- 
ing, eh?). 


Arefrigerator magnet of Joyce’s Funeral Home, with 
a sign hanging on the log cabin, “I Want Your Body.” 
The magnet is black on white, 76 x 76mm, on a pale 
blue card. 


CHECKS TELL A STORY! 


It is always fun to get a stack of old checks (OK, in 
this case a small stack), and see where a person spent 


his money. These checks are from the account of 
Ole Shuros. 


From “Payee” line, it is obvious that Ole spent some 
time in Livengood (Brooks in the token book). Three 
checks are made to W.G. Mahan of Mahan and Gillis 
(B-3a) while operating the business alone. 


UNITED STATES CEPOSITARY 


Techenki she, af Atta No 


= = Se 


Brown on yellow-green, 186 x 70mm. 
Both styles of checks have the same deposit stamp. 
Another check is made payable to Livengood Inn (B- 


2a), and is signed on the back “Alma Chatnnet.” This 
is shown at the top of the next column. 


4] 


Brown on yellow-green, 186 x 70mm. 


These Counter Checks have an underprint featuring 
the FNBofF building as it used to be on the corner of 
2nd and Cushman. 


These checks four checks are available for $15, post- 
paid. 


A last check that is of interest to us is one made to 
Lavery and Bailey. Our store is in the Lavery Build- 
ing. We’ll give this to our former landlady, whose 
father is Lavery. 


FOR THE RECORD 


MECCA 


534 SECOND 
AVE 


DAN 


FAIRBANKS,ALASKA 


FAIRBANKS: The Arctic Bar, Good for one drink. FAIRBANKS: Mecca Bar, good for one drink, white 
Black on white and white on black plastic, 41mm. on red plastic, 38mm. Similar previously reported, 
These are circa 1980. this one has smaller letters in Mecca Bar. 


(FAIRBANKS): BD (Back Door Lounge), (drink). FAIRBANKS: Player’s Bar & Grill, good for one 
BD burned into wood. drink. Black on wood. 


i FAIRBANKS: RJ’s Lounge, good for one beer. 


FAIRBANKS: The Big I Pub & Lounge, good for Black on red plastic, 38mm. 
one drink. Black on green plastic, 41mm. 


FAIRBANKS: Club Alaskan, good for one free (NORTH POLE/FAIRBANKS): Circle M & Arc- 
drink. Metallic red on black, 41mm. tic Bar, good for one drink. Set of 5, all white print- 
ing on : orange, pink, green and yellow, 43mm. 
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FOR THE RECORD, cont. 


KETCHIKAN: Swimming pool, 10¢ swim. White 
on red plastic, about 32mm (submitted by Kaye 


NORTH POLE: 49’ er Club, 6 Mi. Old Rich. Good 
for one drink. Black on wood. 


NELBRO PACKING COMPANY 
Naknek, Alaska 


MEAL TICKET NUMBER Pisxiem 
Name CRAY’) Mewby fas 


we 


. 
Auth. Signature 


ia on Se . 


NAKNEK: Nelbro Packing Company, Meal Ticket. 
Black on tan, 100mm by 63mm (submitted by J.D. 
Williams, acquired from A. T. Mallory). 


USIBELLI: Usibelli Coal Mine, Ace-In-The-Hole. 
Bronze, 39mm. 


ALASKA: The Great Land. Brass, about 24mm, 
with two slots. Telephone token? Probably not of 
Alaska origin. (top of next column), 


YELLOWKNIFE, NWT: Hudson’s Bay Company 
Board Meeting, June 6, 1974. Bronze, 38mm. (top 
of next column). 


CHALLENGE COINS 


CLEAR AFS: 13th & 213th Space Warning Squad- 
rons - Sentinels of Space, USAF AKANG CF. Yel- 


low, blue and black enamel on bronze, 40mm. 
FAIRBANKS: Armed Services YMCA of Alaska, 
Fairbanks Satellite Office, Operation Purple, Kids 
Serve Too. Purple, black, blue and red on bronze, 
45mm (shown at a reduced size). 
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A GUIDE TO THE 


NOTORIOUS BARS 
OF ALASKA 


Along with coins, bullion, tokens, gold nugget jew- 
elry and other Alaskana, we also sell Alaska books, 
both used and new. I was over to my book whole- 
saler today, and picked up a copy of “A Guide to the 
Notorious Bars of Alaska” (2014, 171 pages) by 
Doug Vandegraft just so I could peruse it. 


If you are looking for a new way to collect Alaska 
tokens, this just might be the text book for you. With- 
out doing a comprehensive survey of the contents of 
this book, I would estimate that more than 75% of 
those discussed have had tokens - some old, some 
modern and some both. Since this is a travel guide, 
the bars included were still in business when the book 
was written. 


The book is divided into geographical regions. A 
brief history of the bar is given, along with its li- 
cense date (after prohibition). 


Just in Fairbanks, there is the Big I (started as the 
International Hotel, B-29), Mecca Bar, Midnite Mine, 
Comet Club, Club Manchu, Club Alaskan and Boatel 
Bar. All of these have modern tokens, and three can 
be found on page 42! 


The book not only hits the cities and towns, but also 
those highway watering holes and those in towns and 
villages off the road system. The author gives a great 
history of the Yukon Inn in Galena, “the only bar 
along the Yukon River from Tanana to the Bering 
Sea (approximately 600 miles).” 


If you own any Alaska bar tokens, this book will 
surely add to your enjoyment. We have these avail- 
able for $16.95 plus $3.05 first class postage ($20). 


Add $7 and I will throw in a Hobo Benson token. 


MILITARY APPRECIATION 
BANQUET 


The Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce honors the 
military at a banquet each year. In 2005, they wanted 
award medals, and we had 50 made for them (July, 
2005, page 49). When those were used up, we had 
an additional 60 struck. 


This year, they wanted to change the medals, replac- 
ing “Award Winner” with “Fairbanks, Alaska.” Both 
versions use our “Denali” reverse die. 


We have about 20 of the old ones left (Award Win- 
ner). With their permission, we are offering the old 
version to collectors. These have not previously been 
available and are priced at $35 plus $5 postage per 
order. 


Nenana Ice Classic, 1 oz. silver medal (not marked - 
we had these made). We rarely see these, only one 
available, $45 plus $5 postage per order. 
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MORE DESK TOP FINDS 


ANCHORAGE 


Anchorage Trolley Tours, brs, 28.5mm 3.00 
Fur Rendezvous, 1967, brs. 33mm 5.00 
Little Castle, Dimond Center, arcade token 3.00 
Petroleum Club of Anch., 2008, 39mm brass 6.00 
CIRCLE CITY 
Yukon Trading Post, $1 5.00 
CLEAR 
Clear Sky Lodge, | drink, alum., holed. 5.00 
FAIRBANKS 
1959 Trade Dollar, usual brass -Special 3.00 
As above, but bronze, struck 1965, dated and 

numbered on edge 12.00 
Am. Leg. Post 57, purple alum. 33mm, | drk 8.00 


Arctic Bar, one drink, white on black 41mm (pg42) 8.00 


Boatel Bar, gold on blue plastic, 38mm 8.00 
Casey’s Place, arcade token, nickel plated 3.00 
Coin King Laundry, 2011 3.00 
Fbks. Coin Club, 1965 convention, brz. 4.00 
Fbks. Curling Club, 1 drink, blk on red wood 4.00 
Fbks/Nenena Flood, 1967, brass 4.00 
Gold Panners Baseball, Midnight Sun Game 

1998 or 1999 5.00 

2007 7.00 
Northward Lounge, one drink, see page 33 8.00 
Royal Fork Buffet, Bonus Coin, see page 23 10.00 
Toy Quest, $1 on $5 purchase, wood. 5.00 
VFW Post 3629, blue on wood. 5.00 
FAIRBANKS/NORTH POLE 
Circle M & Arctic Bar, 1 free drink, set of 3; 

see page 42. 30.00 
MOOSE CREEK/NORTH POLE 
Am. Leg. Post 30, | drink, wood. 5.00 
NENANA VALLEY 
N.V. Chamber of Comm., souvenir dollar 5.00 
NOME 
Breakers Bar, 1 Drink, 2007, brz. 40mm 8.00 
Nome-Beltz HS Jr. ROTC challenge coin 15.00 
NORTH POLE 
Moose Lodge, blk on yellow, TUIT Beer 8.00 
North Pole Lions Rodeo, 1965, Cold Buck 5.00 
SEWARD 
Cornerstone of an Empire, 1967, brs 37mm 5.00 
SKAGWAY 
Keller’s, Days of ‘98, wood 1.00 
SPENARD 
Eagles Bingo Darts, $5, 1959 8.00 
Eagles Bingo Darts, 50¢, 1966 5.00 
ALASKA - GENERAL 
State Seal/Great Seal of US. by Charleston Mint, 

brass, 35mm, with literature and mailer 5.00 
YELLOWKNIFE, NWT 
Centennial Buck, 1970 5.00 


POSTAGE: $5 PER ORDER. 
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ANCHORAGE 100 
GOLD & SILVER 


I had not planned to make any silver tokens. The 
obverse die was bent, and the last of the gold tokens 
pressed were showing the effects. Doug Williams 
asked me about silver tokens, and I thought I would 
give it a try. 


I squared off the bottoms of the dies (the Anchorage 
obverse and the 1/10 .999 silver). While the dies are 
not straight, this squaring allowed the bottom die to 
sit flat, and the die faces to meet well enough to press 
some silver tokens. 


The silver tokens are much thicker than the gold, so 
there is less strain on the dies. The silver absorbs the 
pressure, rather than the dies taking up nearly all of 
it as when pressing the gold. 


We have a few of the gold tokens still available at 
$75 postpaid. We will throw ina silver token. If you 
have previously purchased the gold token and want a 
silver, let us know and we will send one at no cost to 
you. 


Silver tokens are available for $7 postpaid. 


= ; | 


Sa 
Send orders to: Alaska Rare Coins, P.O. Box 
Fairbanks, AK 99707. 


72832, 


See page 54 
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IT’S ALL SPECULATION! 


Maverick tokens, those without a location name, are always a problem. 


Ron Benice, in his book “Alaska and Yukon Tokens, Private Coins of the Territories,” has 
several terms he employs to indicate that an attribution is not positive: attribution specula- 
tive; attribution tentative; attribution questionable; attribution unlikely (see Fairbanks B- 
14). 


Some of these attributions, like the military tokens discussed in the last issue, are just 
wishful thinking. Others have a shred of credibility. And yet others are fairly certain. Vari- 
ous factors determine just how secure an attribution really is. 


I would like to look at a few in my possession that I find interesting. From the information 
given, you can draw your own conclusions. 


From Cleary we have the Eddie Willis and Fritz (Welch) tokens. They were dug up at the 
former site of Cleary, Alaska. Willis and Welch had a long history in the Cleary and 
Chatanika area, issuing tokens with those place names. But they have a history before 
arriving in the Fairbanks gold fields. Both arrived in Skagway about 1898. Both were 
barbers. The gazetteers show both in Dawson in 1901, and Cleary from 1907 to 1912. 
Willis was in Sulphur, Yukon in 1904. There are ample opportunities for these tokens to 
be from some place other than Cleary. 


The hoard that was found in 1990 also contained tokens from Dyea and Dawson, pretty 
much following their progression from gold rush to gold rush. 


What sells the Cleary location for me is that another 
dug token, “Totem” (Cleary B-4a). A small hoard of 
these was dug up in Olnes, just down hill from Cleary. 
The die work is very similar, appearing to be from 
the same minter. And the Totem is where the fire 
started that leveled Cleary in 1907. 


Never the less, being a collector of Yukon tokens, I will keep a pair for myself, just in 
case.... Read the full story of Willis & Welch in our book “Tinnahs & Sealskins, Gold 
Dust & Bingles,” see page 53. 


This Windsor Hotel Bar token is not listed. Perhaps it 
should be. It is a 5¢ token, a denomination that is 
fairly common in Cordova. 


I feel comfortable that the Nevada is an 
Alaska token. It walked through the door 
(here at the store). The 12'2¢ die is identi- 
cal to that used on other Alaska tokens in 
particular Nome, The Nevada, B-35bI. But 
there are other towns with saloons named 
Nevada, Fairbanks among them, and other 


continued on page 48 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


These newsletters seem to be coming fast and furi- 
ous. July is early, and August is almost done. I have 
been motivated, and I have information to fill the 
pages. So when I get unmotivated, and when infor- 
mation slows down, don’t be surprised to see a month 
or two gap. After all, I am about a month ahead of 
schedule, and I have one more month to skip, and 
still put out 10 issues. 


Recent events have caused me to look at those attrib- 
uted and unattributed mavericks that have sat on my 
desk, sometimes for years. This resulted in the de- 
attribution of one token, and the attribution of a couple 
others. 


We have purchased another “jewel,” this time from 
the Improved Order of Red Men from Eagle, Alaska. 
Way cool! See page 54. This and other items in this 
issue will be sold on eBay about the first of July. 


Many lower end items were on eBay this month. 
Most have not been reported, but I have combined a 
few into sets (noted in the prices realized by #). The 
big news were the Latouche tokens in the Holabird 
combined eBay/floor auction. They demonstrate how 
thin the market is. The first sold for $3,100, while 
the second sold for $1,500. These were part of a hoard 
of unknown quantity. A pair of Dawson, Yukon to- 
kens brought healthy prices. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Family Market, Food Stamp Tokens 54.01 
Bethel, Swanson’s No. 1, food stamp tokens 157.50 
Chichagof, Chichagof Club, 12%2¢, B-1b 10.50 
Chisana, Lou Anderton, 50¢, B-1b 13.05 
Cordova, Northern Drug, 25¢, B-28a 37.89 


Excursion Inlet, A&PSC Co., 10¢-50¢, B-1 a-d 42.10# 


Ft. Yukon, Ft. Yukon Hotel, 25¢, B-4a 21.62 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of Alaska scrip, 1939 12.51 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of Alaska scrip, 1939 9.990B 
Latouche, Charles E. Sealey, $1, B-3a 3,100.00* 
Latouche, Charles E. Sealey, $1, B-3a 1,500.00* 
Long, Willis, 50¢, B-2b 60.00 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 12'2¢, 25¢, B-2 a-b 29.55# 
Nome, Hoffman 8 (to the $ - 12'¢), B-26a 77.01 
Palmer, ARRC, |¢, B-la 33.99BIN 
Shemya, NCO OM, $1, B-2kII 20.000B 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 10¢,25¢ B-14a+c 19.000B 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 10¢-25¢, B-14 a-c 22.95# 
Wacker, Wacker Trans. Co., Fare, B-3al 10.95BIN 
Dawson, MKN, 25¢, B-15a 750.00* 
Dawson, Monte Carlo, 25¢, B-17a 500.00* 
AYPE, encased cent, potty 33.80 


* - auction stated +29% buyer’s fee, but this statement dis- 
appeared after the auction probably sold to a floor bidder. 
# - sold as individual tokens, grouped for prices realized. 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not 
Sell; FTR= see For the Record. 


AND FURTHERMORE! 


The token does not match the sign! I should have 
caught this last month. Theater (on the token), The- 
atre (on the sign). If there was other evidence to at- 
tribute this token to Nome, I could overlook this. 
Price realized - $52. A good price for neat Washing- 
ton token. 
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IT’S ALL SPECULATION, cont. 


towns outside of Alaska. If I saw this token in a col- 
lection attributed to Nome (or Fairbanks), I would 
be skeptical. But since I purchased it in the store, in 
a “disorganized” collection, and the seller was not 
trying to promote it as such (to pump the price), I 
like this as an Alaska token. But to try to pinpoint it 
any further would be pure speculation. 


The Skagway Arctic Brotherhood token has to be my 
least likely candidate to receive a positive attribu- 
tion, yet there it is, B-1.1a. The decimal point in the 
catalogue number indicates that it is a new addition 
to the 3rd edition. Still, Ron hedges his bets in the 
text. I asked Ron to comment: 


“The use of A.B. for Arctic Brotherhood appears on 
other tokens - Sitka B-1 and Skagway B-1.1b. In 
1990 I saw one at the museum in Skagway but wasn’t 
comfortable enough to list it in the second edition. 
Kaye Dethridge showed it as Skagway on one of his 
price lists in 1999. Given all that, I decided it prob- 
ably was an Arctic Brotherhood token. I still wrote 
that there were other chapters in many cities and 
emphasized that it showed no city name.” 


While not a maver- 
ick or even a token, 
this coat check 
from the Arctic 
Brotherhood, Ju- 
neau Camp 32 rein- 
forces the use of 
just the initials. 


Not far behind the 
A.B. token for be- ; 
ing “least likely” is Nome B-2a, good for one lead 
pencil. It is an odd duck. At least it says “Alaska” on 
it. Kaye Dethridge states that the first one he obtained 
in the 1960s came from Gene Morris, a State Trooper 
based in Nome. Richard’s Token Database (please 
look at tokencatalog.com) reports that a jar of these 
was recently found in Wisconsin (2015) by a descen- 
dent of John L. Beau, who had a mercantile store in 
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Wisconsin, went to Nome about 1900 (Beau Mer- 
cantile Co.), and was back in Wisconsin in 1905. 
“Supposedly the tokens were for use in Alaska, but 
we have no explanation at this time for the unusual 
denomination.’ Some Wisconsin collectors claim this 
token for Wisconsin. 


Chalmquist’s (Tanana B-1b) presents a problem on 
so many levels. No town name, Chalmquist does not 
match the owner’s name on B-la (Chanquist), and 
different value (25¢ vs. Drink). What it does have 
going for it is that it was only driven by a little old 
lady each week to church....Oh wait, wrong story. It 
was dug up by a middle aged lady in Tanana. I like 
the provenance! 


Lastly, Tyee Billiard Hall, B-la. There was a Tyee 
in southeast Alaska. It was a whaling station on the 
southern tip of Admiralty Island. I got this in a trade 
30+ years ago from a collector known (but not to me 
at the time) for his imaginative attributions. I have 
been told there is a Tyee, British Columbia, but I have 
not been able to confirm this. Tyee means Chief in 
the local languages. It is possible that it could be from 
Alaska or BC, and Tyee may just be the name of the 
billiard hall, not the location. 


And after I let this article sit for a few days, I googled 
“Tyee Billiard Hall.” It shows up in Richard’s To- 
ken Database (tokencatalog.com) under Tacoma with 
addresses and everything. It is a much better fit than 
a whaling station in Alaska! Ron, scratch this one 
from the 4th edition. 


A STRING OF THOUGHTS 


Years ago, PBS had a 10 episode series, “Connec- 
tions,” by James Burke. It examined how current 
technology evolved from something that seems to- 
tally unrelated. It was really fascinating. 


When this medal noting the issuance of a block of 
four stamps with owls appeared on eBay, it started a 
string of thoughts, not unlike “Connections,” but on 
a much lower intellectual level. 


GREAT GRAY OWL ‘C . SAW-WHETOWL (@ 


WILDLIFE CONSERVATION-USA. nd WILDLIFE CONSERVATION-USA  ~ 


BARRED OWL (C > GREATHORNED OWL 1 cee 


> WILDLIFE CONSERVATION-USA. 2 WILDLIFE CONSERVATION-USA, Z 
1978. I remember people lining up to get first day of 
issue cancellations on their letters. Little did they 
know that there was a 30 day window for anyone to 
submit envelopes with the stamps to get that special 
cancellation. 


This reminded me of a token with a screech owl (not 
one of the owls on the stamps) that I believe was 
issued for the same occasion. What makes this inter- 
esting is that it was struck on a 1977 cent. It was 
over-struck on a cent, but not rolled like ... 


... elongated cents. I believe this one is probably one 
of the earliest Alaska elongateds. It notes the adop- 
tion of the Alaska flag in 1927, and is rolled on a 
1954-D cent. I would guess that it actually dates to 
the late 50s or early 60s. But what other ways had a 
cent been modified for a collectible? 


The Al Aska Temple 
used a cent and pressed 
it into the shape of a 
gold pan. The 
Shriner’s emblem is in the middle of the obverse, 
while “Al Aska Temple” is on the reverse. In this 
case, a 1973-D cent was used, and the 73-D of the 
date can be seen at about 4:00 on the obverse rim. 
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Which brings to mind the Al Aska Temple medal is- 
sued for the Purchase Centennial in 1967. This is 
unusual in that there is no legend around the totem. 


And coming full circle, an even 
earlier medal noting the issuance 
of a stamp commemorating the 
Alaska Purchase Centennial. 


Ah, I am just wealth of worth- 
less trivia. 
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SHOWER TOKEN??? 


Concerning the token shown on page 43, “Alaska the 
Great Land,” with two slots on the reverse, we en- 
countered a similar item. We were hiking in Austria 
in 2014 and in the high mountain huts of the Zillertal 
Valley (the Ziller Alps). There are what they call 
“huts” but I’d call them more of a mountain inn. 
Complete with cold beer in glass bottles, a restau- 
rant with a selection of meals, and...hot showers. Now 
obviously, everything is helicoptered in and as such 
its a pretty expensive system to run. While water 
flows by gravity, the heat requires propane. When 
you check in, you get a shower token for a few min- 
utes of hot water. The shower tokens were exactly 
what you have shown, a token with a couple of slots 
on it so that a regular coin could not be used. Whether 
or not “Alaska the Great Land” has anything at all to 
do with it, whether these were shower tokens for an 
Alaska establishment, or just a cute slogan, what you 
have is a token for an electronic timer meter. 


-David Newman 


David Newman has brought up an interesting thought. 
It is obviously a token used to pay for something - 
shower, laundry, electricity, natural gas. It could be 
time or it could be quantity. This type of token is 
more widely used in Europe than in the U.S. In 
Alaska, the most likely use would be laundry or 
shower. And not just for tourists. There are many in 
Fairbanks who live in “dry cabins” - no running wa- 
ter. 


A google search for “OSO” - the letters on the slot- 
ted side did not turn up anything. 


Since David Phillips is about to embark on another 
Alaska Wooden Token Expedition, I will ask him to 
keep an eye open. It may not have any connection to 
Alaska, but I think that it must. Just have to find the 
right place. 
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THE BIRD HOUSE 


(From “Patterns of the Past: An inventory of 
Anchorage’s Heritage Resources,” 1979) 


“Without a doubt the Bird House is the most curious, 
out-of-the-ordinary log lair of the Municipality. This 
structure is, in actuality, a combination of two cab- 
ins. Their rustic logs conceal the zany interior and 
impassioned memorabilia of what is now the inter- 
nationally famous Bird House Bar. Semisubterranian, 
it may be the only watering hole which features a 
sawdusted, sloping floor, and has a history to boot. 


“The original log building there is said to have been 
built by a Bird Creek prospector in 1903. As was 
typical of the era, the cabin probably served as a base 
from which he ran his trap line during the winter. 
During the railroad construction era, 1916-1917, three 
additional log buildings were erected, including a 
bunkhouse, a cook house and stable. They were aban- 
doned around 1918 when the railroad was completed 
along the Arm. During the 1920’s, Gus Bystedt be- 
gan working placer claims along Bird Creek and 
homesteaded the site where the original cabin stands. 
Eventually, he joined the older structure with the re- 
maining railroad era cabin. The structure later be- 
came the home of his daughter and son-in-law, Betty 
and Earl Mathewson. In 1963, Cliff Brandt purchased 
the cabin and created the Bird House Bar.” 


The only previous mention of the Bird House Bar in 
this newsletter was in the April 1996 issue reporting 
that it had burned down on February 18th. 


BIRD CREEK: Bird House, See Big Dick for Bird 
Milk, 1969. Good for one “Dropping” at the Bird 
House. Brass, 32mm. 


Token scans provided by JW Terrill and Kaye 
Dethridge. 


IF THESE WERE COINS... 


... they would be worth hundreds if not thousands of dollars. 
The price realized was $11.50. Quite a bargain. 


These two tokens are from a Fred Weinberg auction on eBay. 
They are from the Fairbanks American Legion Post 57. 


Definitions: 

Broadstruck - struck without collar 

Brockage - a coin that shows an incuse impression of an- 
other coin on one side rather than the normal die. This is 
caused by a struck coin not being ejected and remaining 
between the dies. This coin then acts like a die, leaving its 
impression on the next blank that is struck. 


Token A was struck first. It was probably a normal strike. 
It was not ejected from between the dies. The blank for 
token B was inserted between the American Legion die and 
token A. Token B was then struck, receiving an impression 
from the American Legion die, and the American Legion 
side of token A. Token B is a brockage. See the diagram in 
the next column 


With both tokens between the dies, the collar could not close, 
so both tokens expanded and are broadstruck. 


| American Legion Die | 


American Legion 


] Token B { 


: : Brockage side 
American Legion 


[eoilekceny eee 


Polar Bear 


| Polar Bear Die | 
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NEW ATTRIBUTIONS 


Sa 4 : <a 


NORTHWAY: Northway Boundary Club, 50¢ in 
trade. Octagonal aluminum, 30mm. The only 
records that come up in a Google search for 
“Northway Boundary Club” are in the Fairbanks 
Daily News-Miner: 

10/8/56: Voting in Northway was to be held at the 
Northway Boundary Club. 

7/18/66: Northway News: Boy Scout Troop 59 was 
sponsored by Northway Boundary Club. 

9/3/68: Northway Boundary Club donated $1,000 
to the Fairbanks hospital for the Oscar Phipps Me- 
morial 


(TOK): The Husky House, $1 in trade. Aluminum, 
35mm. From the FDNM 1/22/60: “Topics from Tok; 
Joe and Pauline O’ Day left for the outside last week 
over the highway. The George Kings are watching 
their place, the Husky House, which is closed up. 
George and Dorothy King are from Boundary, where 
they have a roadhouse.” 


Both came in with the same local accumulation. 
Both could be either pre or post statehood. 


I am very comfortable with the attribution for the 
Northway Boundary Club. 


Iam less comfortable with the Tok Husky House, as 
there are other businesses using this name outside 
of Alaska, but still comfortable to enough to attribute 
it to Tok. When we purchased it, we were told it 
was from Tok, but had not been able to pin it down 
until recently motivated to do so. 


These will be offered on eBay about the first of July. 


EIELSON AFB: 354th Medical Group. Best Med- 
ics, Best Care, Any Time, Any Where. Red, white, 
blue and yellow enamel on oxidized silver, 51mm 
(shown reduced). 


EIELSON AFB: 2002 Air Force Ball. 55/1947 
When the Future Began. Red, green, yellow, dark 
blue, black, white, light blue and tan enamel on sil- 
ver, 45mm (shown reduced). 


FORT WAINWRIGHT: Northern Lights Chapel, 
Serving Arctic Soldiers and Their Families. Tan and 
black enamel on bronze, 38mm. 


KODIAK: Comsta Kodiak, In Memory ET1 James 
Hopkins, BMC Richard Beisle, April 12, 2012. Black, 
orange and light blue enamel on oxidized silver, no 
size given. 


52 


Ss 
PORT CLARENCE: Loran Station, U.S. Coast 
Guard. Red, white, blue yellow and brown enamel 
on gold(?), size not given. 


ALASKA NATIONAL GUARD: Counterdrug Sup- 
port Program. Red and green enamel on bronze, 
45mm (shown reduced). 


NAVY SUPPORT CENTER ALASKA: Multi-col- 
ored enamel on silver, 45mm. (shown reduced). 


Ws #TELSONs 


% 


PACIFIC AIR FORCES: Alaska bases noted are 
Elmendorf, Eielson and Kulis. Black, yellow and blue 
enamel on silver, 50mm. (shown reduced). 

A note about challenge coins: enamel on silver or gold 
only refers to the color of the metal, not actual gold or 
silver. Many times the sizes are not reported. Do not as- 
sume that the illustrated size is the actual size. Read the 
descriptions for the actual size, if known. 


FOR _ et TINNAHS & SEAL SKINS, 


GOLD DUST & BINGLES 


, 4 ¢ x MAPKA 
ANCHORAGE: Great Alaskan Bush Company pe serene 
sticker on Eisenhower Dollar. Black on gold, 22mm 4 
x 16mm. 


OPHIR: Little Creek Mine, one ounce silver (not 
marked) with gold nugget in pan. Others have mark- 
ing on the edge. This medal has a completely reeded 
edge. 


The book is 396 pages, 9” by 6”. The cover is full color 
with text printed yellow on black. The paper bound edi- 
tion is available for $33 by priority mail. 


We printed a few extra hard bound copies, and these are 
available for $70 via priority mail. The hard bound copies 
feature a few color pages. 


It covers all aspects of Alaska numismatics: Tinnahs; Den- 
SKAGWAY: (Train), Milano Diamond Gallery,  talium & Trade Beads, Russian America Co.; Furs, Fish & 
Alaska. Bronze, 30mm with loop. From eBay Aus- Traders; Gold Rush; Promotion & Development; 
tralia! “Bingles”; Personalities - the Issuers; Currency, Scrip & 
Checks; Depression - ARRC; Modern Numismatics; and 
Personalities - the Collectors. 


What readers are saying about “Jinnahs & Seal 
Skins, Gold Dust & Bingles”: 


“Best book ever written on the subject.” 


“Very well done, nice coverage of everything interesting 
in Alaskan numismatics.” 


Radiator Club Revisited. And this membership card/ What a wonderful book. It’s a book I’m really going to 
Golden Gate Hotel token (not shown actual size) will enjoy readin: 

be offered on eBay about the first of July with other «The most important book ever written on Alaska numis- 
interesting items mentioned in this issue. matics.” 


ee) 


IMPROVED ORDER OF RED MEN 
EAGLE, ALASKA 


This “jewel” is inscribed to Charles Ott, of the Chetuthutlie Tribe 
No. 6, of Eagle Alaska. Shown actual size and enlarged, the 
jewel measures 32.6mm by 28.9mm. It weighs .293 troy ounces 
and tests out (by specific gravity) as 10kt gold. 


Charles Ott was a principal in the firm of Ott and Scheele, a 
general merchandise business. Charles Ott and John Scheele 
are both found in the 1909/10 and 1911/12 directories as propri- 
etors of Ott and Scheele. When the Northern Commercial Company quit business in Eagle in 1915, Ott and 
Scheele purchased their buildings. By 1922, they had closed their business and went mining on the Seventymile 
River. The Northern Commercial Co. purchased the buildings back in 1923, and ran a store there until 1959. 


The Improved Order of Red Men claims to be the oldest fraternal organization in the United States, tracing 
their origins back to 1765, the Sons of Liberty, the Boston Tea Party and the American Revolution. It’s 
present form came about in 1834. 


This post card shows the prominent buildings in Eagle, in- 
cluding the U.S. Court House, St. Pauls Church, A.B. Hall, 
City Water Works and the Improved Order of Red Men Hall, 
shown enlarged 


“Din 


This jewel will appear in an eBay auction about the first of 
July. ; 
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ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


ALASKA RARE COINS, P.O. BOX 72832, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 Phone 907 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


XY POLAR NUMISMATIST VOLUME XXXVIE, NO. 7, AUGUST. 2016. 


North of 60° ----- 


RADIATOR CLUB, REVISITED 


In the December 2007 issue, we showed the “Rules and By-Laws of the Radiator Rest No. 1, 
of Nome, Alaska.” On the bottom of this postcard was an imprint of a 12’4¢ token from the 
Golden Gate Hotel in Nome, over the corporate seal of the Golden Gate Hotel. It was dated 
Aug. 8, 1908 (see page 57). 


SIGNED and SEALED with the GREAT SE: 
ALASKA, this Srd day of August, 1908. 


Recently on eBay, a group of photos were offered of the members of the Radiator Club, 
1908. Included in the lot was a membership card. This membership card also included what 
looked to be an imprint of a 12’4¢ token of the Golden Gate Hotel, again, over the corporate 
seal. However, it is not printed on the card, but is printed on a piece of paper (too thin to be 
a cardboard token) affixed to the card. 


Ecod For ~ 


Cfways carry this card. 
SH certifies your 154 


| Life Membershin 
«IN THE RADIATOR CLUB 
MOA FILE FM Attec? 


; Pres. 
NOME REST -, 
NO. 1 : ec. ; 
eee ‘ q 


\ 
Golden Gate Hotel / 


The “tokens” are slightly different as the illustrations show, including presence or absence 
of the period after the C, and Nome, Alaska. 


Both the “Rules” and the membership card are signed by the same people: Wm. McManus 
and Harry Hill. Both are embossed with the corporate seal of the Golden Gate Hotel. 


continued on page 58 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Again, an early issue. Strike while the iron is hot! I 
anticipate that the September issue will not be early. 
Perhaps on time, perhaps late, perhaps skipped. 


I must admit this was a fun issue to put together. The 
Radiator Club provides a new facet to collecting to- 
kens, one that I would never have recognized with- 
out J.W. Terrill pointing it out. 


If you do not have the December 2007 issue that car- 
ried the original article on the Radiator Club and 
would like one, just let us know. 


J.D. Williams provided the information of the Ex- 
treme Fun Center in Wasilla. These tokens are truly 
mavericks, used in more than one location. Fifty years 
from now, this article will explain why these are 
showing up in junk boxes and estates in the Valley! 


Dave and Betty Phillips are passing through Fairbanks 
next week. It will be good to see them again. Dave 
will be doing research for his MIONEY TO BURN 
column, as well as rounding up new woods on his 
third (?) Alaskan Wooden Nickel Expedition. 


Our lots on eBay did quite well this month. A seller 
continues to disperse the Chatanika Bingle Fritz 
hoard. There were some slabbed ARRC tokens. A 
Townsend & Rose from Dawson underperformed (in 
my opinion) and a couple Tierra del Fuego tokens 
made an appearance. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page- $50 Y“page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 


56 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Bering River, Hoohah Pkg. Co., $1, B-le 79.990B 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 50¢, B-1b 31, 27,34,36.56 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz,$1,B-lc 45.88, 43.55, 40.00 


Chichigoff, Chichagoff Club, 5¢, B-1a 19.950B 
Douglas, P.H. Fox Bakery, | loaf, B-17a OB749.99NB 
Eagle, Independent Order of Red Men jewel 1,025.00 
Fairbanks, Pioneer Hotel, 10¢, B-45b 28.00 
Gambier Bay, Hoonah Pkg. Co., 5¢, B-la 112.50 
Hoonah, Hoonah Pkg. Co., 50¢, B-1dI 20.50 
Juneau, Alaska Hotel, 64¢, B-2all 20.00 


Juneau, Peerless Cigar Store, 12'4¢, B-60.1a 200.000B 


Juneau, SF Bakery, one small loaf, B-65a LESS 
Kasigluk, Co-Op Store, FST set 61.00 
Ketchikan, Pioneer Pool Rm., 10¢, B-47a 8.50 
Ketchikan, Stedman Hotel, 12'2¢, B-60a 9.990B 
Ketchikan, Stedman Hotel, $1, B-60d 19.990B 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of Alaska scrip, 1939 5.000B 
Ketchikan, Northern Bus, one bus fare, B-T4bII 4.99 
Ketchikan, Northern Bus, one bus fare, B-T4c 12.27 
Ketchikan, Northern Bus, one fare, B-T4d 13.66 
Kobuk, Harry Brown, $1, B-1c 10.51 
Kodiak, St. Paul Harbor, Masonic Penny, B-8a 431.66 
Koyukuk, D. Vernetti, 12!2¢-$1, B-3 a-d 63.18# 
Mt. Village, Sheppard Trd. Co., set, B-1 64.00 
Nome, Alaska, one lead pencil, B-2a 14.50 
Nome, Golden Gate/Radiator Club 405.00 
(Northway), Northway Boundary Club, 50¢, unl. 334.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 1¢, NGC-61, B-la 84.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, NGC-58, B-1b 89.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, NGC-5862, B-1b 110.27 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, NGC-62, B-1c 74.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, NGC-61, B-1c 110.27 
Palmer, ARRC, 25¢, NGC-60, B-1d 87.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 50¢, NGC-61, B-le 125.50 
Palmer, ARRC, $1, NGC-62, B-1f 212.50 
Palmer, ARRC, $5, NGC-62, B-1g 460.00 
Palmer, ARRC, $10, NGC-62, B-lh 455.00 
Palmer, ARRC, set of 7, missing $1, B-1 731.00 
Skagway, Pack Train, S&P, 5¢, B-20a OB449.99NB 
(Tok), The Husky House, $1, unl. 157.50 
Valdez, Blackwell/Rowdy, B-2a 149.00BIN 


Valdez, Copper Block Buf., $1, B-4cI BIN1,250.00BOA 


Valdez, C.M. Day, 12%¢, B-5b 75.000B 
Dawson, YT, Townsend & Rose, 25¢, B-22a 411.58 
Hudson’s Bay Co., Eastern Arctic, 5-100 249.000B 
Tierra del Fuego, Sociedad Explot., 20¢ red 98.78 


Tierra del Fuego, Sociedad Explot., 20¢ blk 219.95BIN 
AYPE, encased cent, potty 24.50 


# - sold as individual tokens, grouped for prices realized. 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not 
Sell; FTR= see For the Record. 


No. 1, of Nome Alaska - postcard, greatly enlarged. 


Si 
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RADIATOR CLUB, REV 


= x Mentors vee eepeepes Nowe Rloska, May 24° S08. 


Members of the Grand Lodge Radiator Club, Nome, 
Alaska, May 24th, 1908. 


Since the “Rules and By-Laws” and the membership 
card are both embossed with the corporate seal of 
the Golden Gate Hotel, it is only logical to assume 
that the Hotel was a sponsor of sorts. 


I was puzzled why the token would be affixed to the 
membership card. J.W. Terrill provides a very plau- 
sible explanation. At the monthly meeting, the mem- 
ber would present his card, and get his first drink 
free. J.W. says “This is the way we do it at my VFW 
here in Anchorage when I attend monthly meetings, 
but I only need my membership card (no token at- 
tached). I think the powers-that-be at the Radiator 
Club were being a little fancy, but people were that 
way in the past. All a good idea as none of us stops 
at one drink and it helps attendance. “The token at- 
tached is not as thin as the editor thinks, being about 
half the thickness of the OK’s Place from Peters- 
burg, and could have served as a token on its own.” 


In the directories, William McManus is shown as the 
Chief Clerk at City Hall in 1907; Chief Clerk for the 
Railway Mail Service, 1909-1912; and President of 
the Radiator Club, place of residence -Golden Gate 
Hotel. 


Harry Hill only appears in the 1911-12 directory as a 
miner at Blue Stone Mining Co., Bluff (on the coast 
east of Nome). Lawrence Kerr is shown at the Sec- 
retary in 1911-12. The member, R.P. (Rasmus P.) 
Rossen, is shown as the superintendent of Sunset 
Mining Co. 


In one photo, the club is referred to as the Radiator 
Club, while in the other it is Radiator Rest. How- 
ever, “Rest No. 1” indicates an individual club is a 
“Rest”, the same way the Eagles use “Aerie.” 
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i ese = 5 , - 
Members Grand Lodge Radiator Rest, Nome, Alaska, 
June Ist 1908. 


All items seen to this point are dated 1908. The rules 
and by-laws are less than serious. 


The Nome Nugget of Dec. 12, 2010 ran an historical 
photo of the Radiator Club, with the caption: 

“A HOLIDAY TRADITION - Faithful members attend- 
ing the Third Annual Footwarming of the Radiator Club 
on Christmas 1908 in Nome, Alaska. One hundred years 
ago, social clubs were an extremely popular method to 
while away the eight long months when Nome was totally 
isolated from the rest of the world. The Elks, Arctic Broth- 
erhood, Fraternal Order of Eagles and the Free Masons 
were some of the more aristocratic groups. The Radiator 
Club was established as a happy mockery of the more es- 
tablished straight-laced organizations.” 


Therefore, it seemed likely that the Radiator Club 
was of short duration. However, Vilda, the digital 
archives of the University of Alaska Fairbanks has a 
photo of the Radiator Club banquet with about 200 
people in attendance. The Radiator Club was still 
going strong on February 3rd, 1912. 
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FOR THE RECORD 


ANCHORAGE: Alaska Trooper Museum on Sixth 
Ave., Worth 10% off any purchase. Blue on wood. 


CAROUSEL 


LOUNGE 


ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 
907-276-9166 


ANCHORAGE: Carousel Lounge, good for one 
drink. White on red plastic, 38mm. 


ANCHORAGE: Carousel Lounge, good for one 
beer. Red on wood. 


ANCHORAGE: The Whaler, re-invented. Home- 
stead, one free drink. Black on white poker chip, 
39mm. 


EAGLE RIVER: VFW Post 9785, 60th (anniver- 
sary), June 1-5, 2005. One ounce Silver. One only - 
$45 post paid. 


SHAKAN: Shakan Lumber and Trading Co., 50¢ in 
trade only (unlisted denomination). Aluminum, 
28mm (submitted by Steve Babcock). 


SPENARD: Carousel Lounge, 1967, good for one 
free drink. Brass, 25mm. Not a new find, just has 
not made the newsletter before. 


ALASKA: Central Plumbing & Heating, 1959-1989, 
30 years of service. One ounce silver. One only, $45 
postpaid. 


BREAKING NEWS! ! ! - We have learned that Ft. Knox Mine will be issuing another 


gold (and probably silver) medal for the 7 millionth ounce poured. How we learned of this is rather amusing 


and will be reported in full next issue. 
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hint nas AO ee a COINS ; 


J.B. ELMENDORF-RICHARDSON: 673d Secu- U.S. AIR FORCE: The strong shall stand, the weak 

rity Forces Squadron. Light brown, dark brown, white shall fall by the wayside, TACP. You can run but 

and blue on silver. Size not reported. you’ll only die tired, Death on Call, Grizzly. 38mm, 
. ae bronze (at bottom of left column). 


EIELSON AFB: Celebrating 62 years of Air Force U.S. ARMY GARRISON ALASKA: American’s 
Excellence at the Top of the World, Eielson AFB, Arctic Warriors. Presented for Excellence, Sustain 


AK, 1947 Air Force Gala 2009. (?) The Last Fighter, Support Defend. Multicolored enamel on gold, 45mm 
Ready to go at 50 (?) Below. Multicolored enamel 


on antiqued silver. Size not reported. 


“ae U.S. ARMY ALASKA: Home of America’s Arctic 
EIELSON AFB: 354th Force Support Squadron, Warriors, Defending the Last Frontier. Gideon’s 
Ravens. Presented for Excellence, Ravin’ to Serve. Northern Warriors, In Appreciation and Recognition, 
Black and blue enamel on gold, about 44.5mm. Chaplain. Bronze, 41mm. 


* oo oo ke Ox , 
A note about challenge coins: enamel on silver or 


ODDS & ENDS gold only refers to the color of the metal, not actual 
gold or silver. Many times the sizes are not reported. 
Do not assume that the illustrated size is the actual 
size. Read the descriptions for the actual size, if 
known. 
* * * * * 

ITALY: Love, Peace, Freedom, Unity (Italy in tiny 
letters at 6:00). Various images, but at 12:00 is a po- 
lar bear and at 6:00 is a penguin. Base metal, 32mm 
plus loop. Illustrated to the left. 
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EXTREME FUN CENTER, WASILLA 


From the Matanuska Valley Frontiersman, April 23, 
2016, by Steven Merritt. 


“A piece of a long-term puzzle fell into to place this 
week, as Friday marked the opening of the Extreme 
Fun Center, a sprawling facility that managers say 
will feature a one-stop shop for gaming an other at- 
tractions for kids and adults alike. At nearly 70,000 
square feet, the complex features arcade-style games, 
four-level kids “soft play” area, a food court, laser- 
tag arena - and perhaps the biggest attraction - an 
indoor cart track. 


“The builder, Oregon businessman John Schwieger , 
owns the Coming Attractions Theaters chain, which 
operates Valley Cinema along with 17 other theaters 
in Northern California, Oregon and Washington. 


“This is his (Schwieger’s) first self-built fun center. 
The other is a refitted mall in Aberdeen, Washing- 
ton. 


“With the fun center, gone are the days of lugging 
around a roll of quarters or constant trips to the change 
machine to play games. Except for the food court, 
the facility is a cashless operation. The fun center 
offers a smartphone app that handles online regis- 
tration and other features. Then, when people come 
in, their registration is verified at guest services and 
they can get an individual play card or a VIP card, 
which can save 20 to 30 percent off certain pack- 
ages.” 


J.D. Williams notes that Elaut USA 
is a gaming machine company, so 
these could be used by other busi- 
nesses who use Elaut machines. They 
are probably also used at the Extreme 
Fun Center in Aberdeen, Washington. 


Tokens that are won can be ex- 
changed for tickets or points added 
to the gaming card. Tickets or points 
can be exchanged for prizes, shown 
to the right. 


That wall of prizes brings back 


Bi-facial, gold on green (left) and gold on red (right) 
plastic, 35mm. 


| FUN CENTER 


ACCESS CAR 


memories of growing up on the coast of Massachusetts and New Hampshire. Almost every beach had an 


arcade or two. I was pretty good at Skee-ball! 
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THE HISTORY OF CREAMER’S DAIRY 
I fldidillddddddddd.|dddddi This neat little booklet of 16 pages (8% by 54) was written, 


designed and produced by Robin Lewis as part of an intern- 


ee eee ship, sponsored by the Tanana-Yukon Historical Society et 

The History of al. 

, 
Cy CAINE 3S It traces the origins of the dairy to the Hinkleys in Nome 
D . and the move to Fairbanks. Charles and Anna Hinkley 
alr y Creamer purchased the dairy from the Hinkleys in 1928. 
a R airbanks, Alaska 

Card board token were used by the dairy: black on yellow 


for 1 pint and black on blue for 1 quart. The 1 pint tokens 
are very scarce while the 1 quart tokens are very common. 


Only 5 booklets are available for $10 each postpaid, and 
we will throw in the | Quart token (B-13b). But wait, there’s 
more. We will also throw in a 16 page booklet ““Creamer’s 
Nature Path” by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. 


But are there two types of the blue 1 quart cardboard to- 
kens? 


¢ “Tm ceo 


3 _ : my 
Vian F__ 
LIFESAVER AWARD 


The piece above (which is what is included with the 
booklet) is virtually mint state, bright blue with square 
corners. The one below appears to be the same, but 
with rounded corners and paler blue. 


The paler color could be just from age, and the 
rounded corners from wear, but... The rounded cor- 
ners are too perfect, and the color does not seem to 
be what the brighter blue would fade to. I suspect 
that this is a earlier printing. 


The square edged, nearly new tokens are quite com- 
ANCHORAGE: Anchorage Fire Department “Life- mon and survive in a large quantity. I am guessing 
saver Award.” Engraved center in silver, bezel gold, they were ordered shortly before their use was termi- 
ribbon yellow and maroon. Size not reported. nated. 
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A FEW 1 OZ. SILVER SPITZBERGEN 


$30 EACH PLUS $5 POSTAGE PER ORDER 


1 OZ. SILVER SIZE. Commonly referred to as Spitzbergen, it is really part 
Zn LVR ee... of the larger Svalbard archipelago. It is owned by 
A Hii > Norway, but the treaty of 1920 allows other coun- 

e \ % an tries to mine coal there. 


Currency has been issued by several Norwegian com- 
panies, a Swedish company and a Russian company 
- Arktikugol. 


= - Arktikugol issued tokens in 1946. Tokens were also 
COHO SILVER SALMON issued in 1993 and 1998. The 1993 did circulate but 

= were withdrawn at the request of the Norwegian gov- 
ernment. The 1998 issue was sold directly into the 
collector market. Several 10 Rouble commemora- 
tive coins/tokens were also issued, but were obvi- 
ously for sale to collectors. 


This “pattern” 1 Rouble appeared on eBay and is to- 
tally unlike anything seen before. Dated 1955, it bears 
the Arktikugol name above the date and polar bear, 
with One Rouble below. The obverse has a portrait 
of Nikita Khrushev (name below bust) and Ostrova 
(island of) Spitzbergen above. It is made of copper 
nickel, 31mm in diameter. 


The seller (in Israel) could provide no further infor- 
mation. It is totally unlike any other Soviet coin. It 
was not until 1967 that Lenin was depicted, so how 
likely is it that a pattern, even only for a coal com- 
pany, would be made featuring the then current ruler? 


ASSAYERS REFINERS 
1 OUNCE TROY 


With so many “fantasy” coins and tokens now being 
issued, including those for Spitzbergen, one has to 

: Ss wonder about the legitimacy of this item. Neverthe- 
25TH ANNIVERSARY BY J-M less, it is a cool piece. 


Additionally: This seller has recently listed some 
other “coins” from Russia, listing them as “‘fantasies/ 
patterns.” Now we are getting closer to the truth. 


While the first one sold, a second has appeared with 
a different user name, but the style of photos indi- 
cate the same seller. 
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ALASKA RARE COINS, P.O. BOX 72832, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 Phone 907 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


\ POLAR NUMISMATIST VOLUME XXXVI, NO. 8, SEPTEMBER, 2016. 


North of 60° ---- 


THE BAMBOO ROOM & PIONEER BAR 


In the early 1900s, the 
building housing the 
Bamboo Room and Pio- 
neer Bar was the Hotel 
DeFrance. Tom Valeur 
was the owner and he 
specialized in French 
cuisine. An ad in the 
1907 in the Haines Pio- 
neer Press shows Valeur 
as the proprietor adver- 
tises a “First-Class 
Rooming House.” 
Valuer is listed in the 
directories for 1910/11 
and 1911/12 as “Hotel 
Proprietor.” 


In the 1930s it was owned by Lou LaMoore and run as a restaurant, brothel and boot leg 
bar. Ms. LaMoore reportedly also plied her trade out of the Senate building in Juneau. 


Marty Tengs and Olav Lillegraven purchased the place in 1953. The area occupied by the 
Bamboo Room was a card room “frequented by patrons of the Pioneer Bar and Liquor 
Store. Marty insisted on good liquor and proper grammar while presiding over card games, 
chess matches, parties and politics at the Pioneer Bar for almost 50 years. His poker games 
were a hallmark of the Pioneer during a more permissive time.””! 


Marty and his wife Helen purchased Olav’s share of the business in 1956 and rented part of 
the building to Fran Fox. She put a bamboo curtain between the restaurant and the bar, and 
the Bamboo Room was born. 

Continued on page 66. 


Actual size 155mm x 67mm, black on 
green card stock. 


die 


Hy the Heart of 
ewntown Haines 


' _ www.bamboopioneer.net. 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Not on time, but not terribly late. Not bad. The next 
issue will have the Alaska items that will be in our 
October floor auction (date yet to be determined). 


David and Betty Phillips have completed their third 
Alaska Wooden Token Expedition. They spent the 
evening with us, before heading down the road to 
Dawson, Yukon. We are looking forward to reading 
about their experiences on this trip. I have two ar- 
ticles already in hand for future issues. 


Gold features prominently in this issue. I have two 
new gold tokens (page 70), Ft. Knox has issued an- 
other gold medal (page 71), and the “Gold Card of 
Alaska” is featured on page 72. 


eBay was relatively quite, but a couple of items drew 
some serious bids. A 5¢ token from Quadra brought 
$1,375. What I believe is the first appearance of a 
Point Hope token on eBay, the 25¢ token brought 
$1,217. It is interesting to note that the token is holed 
in a similar fashion to the $1 token illustrated in the 
book. 


The recent PR on the Bering River $1 token is inter- 
esting. Beginning in the June issue, the prices real- 
ized are 131.49; 203.50; 100.99; in the August issue 
79.99OB; and in this issue, 115.50 and 421.51. What 
prompted the highest price on the 6th example sold 
this year? 

a 
Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page -$50 Y“page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Canteen Bar, 12'4¢, B-10b 24.990B 
Bering River, Hoohah Pkg. Co., $1, B-le 115.50 
Bering River, Hoohah Pkg. Co., $1, B-le 421.51 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 25¢, B-la 23.05 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 50¢, B-1b 33.00 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 50¢, B-1b 37.89 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 50¢, B-1b 36.89 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 50¢, B-1b 51.00 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, $1, B-1c 30.00 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, $1, B-1c 37.89 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 50¢ & $1, B-1 btc 96.90 
Chichagoff, Chichagoff Club, 12'4¢, B-1b 20.50 
Haines, Chamber of Comm. Tinnah 13.05 
Hoonah, Kane 50¢ FST 14.51 
Ketchikan, Stedman, $1, B-60d 10.49 
Kodiak, Brown Bear Bus, return fare, B-Tla 15.57 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 23.42 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 12’2¢, B-2a 24.990B 
Nome, Board of Trade, 12'2¢, B-81 66.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 24.50 
Palmer, ARRC, $5, B-1g, PCGS MS-60 137.50 
Palmer, P.C.C (prison), 10 17.50 
Palmer, P.C.C (prison), 10 8.50 


Point Hope, St. Thomas Mission, 25¢, B-la 


1,217.00 
Quadra, Southern Alaska Can., 5¢, B-la 1,375.00 
Skagway, Pack Train S&P, 5¢, B-20a OB349.99NB 
Skagway, Pack Train S&P, 5¢, B-20a 300.00 
Valdez, Northern, 6'4¢, B-15a 39.990B 
Wacker, Wacker Trans., 10¢ Fare, B-T3b 131.76 
Alaska, 1/10 oz. gold medal, 1990 156.61 
Alaska, 1/10 oz. gold medal, 1993 170.39 
Sugiya Salmon Packers, (not Alaskan), 2’4¢ 18.00 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not 
Sell; FTR=see For the Record. 


TIERRA DEL FUEGO GOLD 


Recently offered on eBay 
for $3,200, reduced to 
$2,200 or best offer. This 
is a pattern from the 
Buenos Aires Mint, with 
dots flanking the date. It went unsold. Shown en- 
larged, actual size 13mm. 
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BAMBOO ROOM, cont. 


The business is still in the family, being run by Christy 
Tengs Fowler and Bob Fowler since 1991. 


Several reviews on the internet rave about their fish 
(halibut) and chips. 


An article in the Anchorage Dispatch News of Sep- 
tember 18, 2010 indicates that Christy Tengs Fowler 
was pursuing a musical career before returning home 
to help with the family business. This passion was 
re-awakened, and perhaps that is why the Pioneer 
Bar and Bamboo Room Restaurant are listed for sale 
for $1,125,000. 


Along with the “Bamboo Buck” shown on the front 
page, the Bamboo Room also issued two wooden 
nickels. Presumably, the one shown above right is 
the older of the two. Both have black printing. 


& PIONEER BAR 


The Pioneer Bar outdid the Bamboo 
Room when it comes to wooden to- 
kens, but we will leave that to David 
Phillips in his MONEY TO BURN 
column on the next page. 


We show to the right a drink coupon 
good at many southeast Alaska drink- 
ing establishments. Ketchikan, Sitka, 
Juneau, Petersburg, Pelican, Skagway 
and Wrangell are all represented. The 
Pioneer Bar from Haines is also fea- 
tured. 


The coupon is 91mm x 56mm, black 
on yellow paper (submitted by J.W. 
Terrill). 


We have seen a few of these cards. 
Based upon the SE Alaska locations, 
the most likely people to be visiting 
these ports are fishermen. This was a 
way to buy a friend a drink even if you 
don’t know where he is going next! 


See page 71. 


LUM 4 BAR ‘SWEENEY'S CORNER BAR = 


SBURG BAR PELICAN BAR & GRILL 


Petersburg Pelican 


- MOE’S FRONTIER BAR—Skagway 
STIKINE BAR—Wrangell 


: ; ; 
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MONEY TO 2 


PIONEER BAR, HAINES 
by David Phillips 


It was back in 2009, and I was blitzing through the 
town of Haines while on my second Alaska Wooden 
Token Expedition, searching for any/all wooden to- 
kens. The Pioneer Bar was just one more stop. It 
was mid to late morning and there were no others in 
the bar. The bar girl, Linda Modene, was friendly. 
After I explained what I was after, she phoned Christy 
Teng, the owner, who promptly came down from 
upstairs and gave me four woods from the bar. 


Christy then phoned the reporter/editor of the local 
paper, who very quickly appeared and interviewed 
me for an article which appeared in the July 16th 
issue of the Chilkat Valley News! 


It was a very interesting and more grandiose experi- 
ence than I ever expected, nor have experienced be- 
fore or since. 


The following are the known woods from the Pio- 
neer Bar, in a possible chronological order assigned 
by the editor. This is based upon grouping similar 
Indian head types together. Those without “Marty’s” 
are assumed to be the oldest. The first four have the 
Indian facing right. The next five have the Indian 
facing left, or a buffalo. The last two are obviously 
the latest with an entirely new design and are no 


longer “rain checks.” 


All have black printing on both sides except where 
noted. 


Black printing on the front with red printing on the 
Buffalo side. 
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(MMONEYL TO BUEN, cont. MISCELLAEOUS SILVER 


We had 1,000 of these made for the Alyeska Pipeline 
Black printing on the front with red printing on the Club 20+ years ago. I can’t remember the last time 
Indian side. we had any in the store. Two only, $35 each. 


One of the many times issued for the 25th anniver- 
sary of statehood. With original pouch and insert. One 
only $40. Without Saas and insert - $32. 


——— = Franklin 
1970 FRANKLIN MINT Mint States 


, i ~s of the Union. 

é I. sterling sil- 
4 HAINES, ALASKA S ver. Ignore 
‘ » the bogus 

_ slab. About 


') an ounce of 
* pure silver. 
| One only - 


iT, bees 


$32. 


Se . 
Ors r ee 

“, HAINES ALASKA 6 

= 


Please include $5 per order for postage 
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HOMER: Homer Farmers’ Market, $20. Brass, 
probably 39mm. The Homer Farmers’ Market used 
to use wooden tokens. They seem to have upgraded. 


I will make inquiries to see if I can find out more. 


Keen Eye 


Jce’s 
Kenai, Alaska 


KENAIT: Keen Eye Joe’s, drink token, blank reverse. 
White on black plastic, 38mm (submitted by Ken 
Rieck). 


PETERSBURG: Kito’s Kave, Good for one drink. 


Gold on red poker chip, 39mm. 


SOLDOTNA: Maverick Saloon, good for one mixed 
drink or beer. White on black plastic, 32mm (sub- 


mitted by Ken Rieck). 
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LITTLE AMERICA-ADMIRAL BYRD SPORTS 
APPAREL, Borman’s 50th Golden Anniversary. 
Brass, 25mm, pierced with ring. 


MAPLE GLEN, PA: Infallibility, St. Alphonso Fair, 


Immaculate Conception muled with Alaska Purchase 
Centennial totem pole die. Probably from Wendell’s 
in Minneapolis as they made many medals for the 
Purchase Centennial. Oxidized nickel silver, 40mm. 


RUSSIA: Translation from the seller on eBay; Obv. 
Putin the President of the Russian Federation. Rev. 
Alaska - Come Back Home, We’re Waiting, 2016.” 
The map of Alaska on the reverse seems to extend 
all the way through Yukon to Northwest Territories. 
Looks like brass, size not reported. 


Yeah, this is about as likely as the April Fool’s joke 
that ran in the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner years 
ago about Alaska annexing Siberia! 


A TALE OF TWO CREEKS 


EUREKA CREEK 


Eureka Creek is in the Hot Springs Mining District. 
Gold was first discovered there in 1898. The reported 
fineness of the gold ranges from .774 to .836. I pur- 
chased 1.00 troy ounce, and suffered a 12.3% melt 
loss. Specific gravity indicates a fineness of 75.35% 
for this gold. 


It took me four tries to get an acceptable Eureka Creek 
die. I don’t use the tiny letter punches very often, 
and have a difficult time getting them lined up. I fig- 
ured this was as good as it was going to get. 


From the .877 ounces left, I made 16 tokens. These 
are available for $85, including a silver die trial. The 
silver die trial is available for $5. Prices are post- 
paid. 


LINDA CREEK 


Linda Creek is in the Koyukuk Mining District. It 
has been in production since 1901. The reported fine- 
ness is .914. Specific gravity indicates a fineness of 
9129. 


When you say “Koyukuk gold” or “Wiseman gold” 
to an Alaskan miner, he immediately thinks of the 
high purity, with assays as high as .973, and consis- 
tently above .900. 


I purchased 1.002 troy ounces. After the first melt, 
the weight was .973 oz., a melt loss of only 2.9%. 
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From this gold, I made 18 tokens. Because I have 
another ounce of gold from the Koyukuk, I made a 
special reverse die to use on these two lots. 


These are available for $90, including (2) silver die 
trials. The silver die trials are available for $10 for 
the pair. Prices are postpaid. 


The “tale” is in the difference between the two 
sources of gold. One had a low purity with a high 
burn off, while the other had a high purity and a low 
burn off. One was dirty (small particles of dirt) while 
the other was clean. 


When making the Eureka Creek token, the thickness 
of the planchet was about .54mm. Since the Linda 
Creek gold is so much finer, the planchet only needed 
to be .49mm to yield 1DWT. 


WISEMAN GOLD 


William Ho, the buyer for General Refining Corp. 
called me and said “Dick, you said you wanted some 
Wiseman gold?” I said, of course, and walked over 
to his office. (ed. note - Wiseman is the “village,” 
while Koyukuk is the mining district). 


I looked at the gold and thought, “Really, Wiseman?” 
But I trust William, and purchased an ounce of some 
of the ugliest placer gold I have seen. It was dark 
and rocky. 


I melted it and had only a 6.8% melt loss, much bet- 
ter than I was expecting. The ingot had a nice gold 
color, so I knew it would be good. Specific gravity 
indicates a fineness of about .9248. Really nice gold. 
When pouring, usually the top of the ingot is irregu- 
lar. This must be flattened so air will not cling to the 
ingot and throw off the spe- 
cific gravity. Yes, that is 
what about an ounce looks 

like! x 


But there is a problem. William knows that this is 
from the Wiseman area, but does not know the exact 
origin. Hopefully, he will see his client soon, and I 
will make another token from the Koyukuk. 


Fort Knox Mine has issued a medal to commemorate 
their 7 millionth ounce poured and 20th anniversary. 


I learned of its impending release July 7th when I 
received an email from Regency Mint: 


“Hello Richard Hanscom 

We have shipped your order #....via FedEx... 
Shipped to: 

Richard Hanscom 

1 Fort Knox Road 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99712” 


Um, what order? 


I called Regency Mint and tried just about every ex- 
tension. All I could get was voice mail. I left a mes- 
sage with my phone number. 


The next day (a Friday) I got a call from Regency 
Mint. They were at a loss to explain how my name 
and email address got attached to a Ft. Knox Mine 
order. I asked if it was another gold medal, and if 
she could tell me without violating any confidential- 
ity. She confirmed that it was. 


Monday, I received an automated call from FedEx 
telling me to come pick up my package (so they had 
my phone number too!). I called Ft. Knox. Finding 
the right (or any) person to talk with was not easy. I 
finally was able to talk with some one, and explained 
the situation. They were not amused (like I was). 


After talking with Ft. Knox, I received another call 
for FedEx, this time from their local office advising 
me my package had arrived and was ready for pickup. 
I called Ft. Knox again. They said they would have 
their expediter pick up the package. I volunteered to 
go out there with them if they needed my signature. 


That was the last I heard of it until Monday (8/15). 
A friend who works at Ft. Knox called and asked if I 
wanted one of the medals. 


These are | oz. pure gold (unmarked). They are sold 
to employees at a fixed price of $1,330, regardless of 
the current gold market. 


yal 


As they walk into the store, we will have these avail- 
able for spot price plus 3% plus $20 for registered 
postage. You must call (907-452-6461) to confirm 
availability. If available, we can lock in a price, and 
you can send payment. If not available at that time, 
you can leave a phone number. When one comes in, 
we will call to see if you still want it. 


The design on this medal is rather unimaginative. The 
first Fort Knox medal was made by Northwest Terri- 
torial Mint (3 million ounces). The second (5 mil- 
lion ounces) may have been made by Regency Mint. 
Previously, a one ounce silver medal with gold relief 
was also issued. We have not seen one for this medal. 
* * * * * * 

7,000,000 troy ounces of gold would make a cube 
approximately 7.35 feet on a side. 


7,000,000 troy ounces weighs 480,000 regular 
pounds. 


In 1928; 8,816,000 St. Gaudens $20 gold coins were 
minted with an actual gold content of 8,529,480 troy 
ounces. 


ANOTHER DRINK CARD 


Black on red card stock. Actual size 101mm by 
132mm. 


THE GOLD CARD OF 
ALASKA 


This was an interesting attempt to market small 


gold ...nuggets. To quote the flier accompany- 
ing the brochure: ; he 


“Last summer, we had a visitor ask to buy a $20.00 


nugget. He wanted it about two inches long. Know- : G [ d ( | a rd 
ing a two inch nugget is worth over $3,000.00 (if O L 


you can find one), we pondered possible solutions. 


“We use nuggets from the mining operation to cre- 
ate jewelry during the winter. We purchased a roll 
mill to manufacture earring posts, wire and sheets 
used in our handmade line. 


“A roll mill works like an old wringer washer. We 
decided to try flattening some nuggets. : 


“Like observing clouds, we saw different images de- 
velop from each golden stone. Rotating the gold in 
the mill would give it an entirely new presence. Each 
time the nuggets passed through the rollers, they ex- 
panded in dimension; their shapes transformed.” 


The Gold Card comes with the flier quoted 
above (with more information than shown 
above) and a nice card stock brochure. The front 
of the brochure can be seen to the right (shown 
actual size). Each gold card contains a flattened 
nugget weighing 6 grains. 


The back of the gold card gives a brief descrip- 
tion of the process (shown above at a reduced 
size). 


These are available for $25 each, postpaid. This is just another example of how miners tried to enhance the 
value of their gold and avoid sending it to the refiners. 
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ARCTIC THUNDER - 2016 


by J.D. Williams 


Arctic Thunder 2016 was held at Joint Base 
Elmendorf-Richardson in Anchorage on July 
30 and 31. Once again numerous challenge 
coins and other items were available at the 
event. 


Arctic Thunder is a huge, two day event fea- 
turing the U.S. Navy Blue Angles, and many 
other aviation demonstrations, both static 
and live. 


Units have booths selling challenge coins, 
T-shirts and other “swag.” 


The token was a bit of a mystery. A JBER ser- 
vice club asked the booths to accept them for 
$5, and promised to reimburse them. I was told 
only 400 were made, but this seems unlikely 
for such a large event. I suppose that it is pos- 
sible that only a limited number were given as 
a reward or other form of recognition. 


The token is about 41mm in diameter and is 
metallic red on black plastic. While it looks 
like there are two sizes, one is the token and the 
other is a photo. 


Some booths made little effort 
to display or sell their challenge 
coins, while others had big signs 
and prominent displays. 


The challenge coins are getting 
so colorful and odd and large 
that I began to wonder if they 
really were still being used as 


Gates open at 9 a.m. 
Opening ceremonies at 10 a.m. 
See inside for full schedule of events 

www.jber.af.mil 


we 


An Arctic Thunder Open House token was 
in use, valued at $5. Many booths adver- 
tised that they would accept them, but some 
stated that no change would be given for 
purchases less than $5. 


continued on page 75 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Our thanks to J.D. Williams for his coverage of Arc- 
tic Thunder 2016, and the listing of challenge coins 
from 2014 and 2016. I have not worked this hard on 
a newsletter in years! So many challenge coins, so 
little room! 


Thanks also David Phillips for his MONEY TO 
BURN column. David’s recent trip to Alaska has 
provided him with subjects for several more columns. 


eBay was mostly quiet, but there were a few note- 
worthy tokens sold. B.N. & Co. from Eyak was a 
bargain at $390.88. Hope City Hotel, one of the 
coolest Alaska tokens, brought $1,255. 


A $5 token from the Dawson City Opera House closed 
at $1,510. I believe this is the first that has been of- 
fered since I started keeping track. Les Hill’s census 
of 1996 shows only one example. It has been 20 
years, but this might just be only the second one 
known. In examining the bids, the underbidder was 
at $1,500, and the second underbidder was only $500! 
Pretty thin market. 


The Alaska lots from our Oct. 22 auction can be found 
on page 81. You can view the entire auction by click- 
ing on the link at the bottom of our web page - 
www.alaskararecoins.com. Or call or email and we 
will mail a printed copy. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
l page-$50 “%page-$30 '% page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Cape Newenham, 794th NCO OM, 25¢, B-1d 14.50 
Eyak, B.N. & Co., 5¢, B-la 390.88 
Hope, Hope City Hotel, 25¢, B-2a 1,255.00 
Juneau, Imperial Cigar Store, 6'4, B-29a 6.50 
Nenana, The Arctic, 25¢, B-la BIN279.95 
Nome, Board of Trade, 12'2¢, B-8ell BIN189.95 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, B-1b, NGC-60 BIN 159.95BO 
Palmer, ARRC (3) 10¢, B-Ic 69.990B 
Palmer, ARRC, 25¢, B-1d, NGC-61 BIN189.95BO 
Palmer, ARRC, 50¢, B-le, NGC Unc.  BIN1I19.95BO 
Palmer, ARRC, $1, B-1f, NGC-62 BIN299.95BO 
(Palmer), P.C.C. (prison), 5¢ 37.50 
(Palmer), P.C.C. (prison), 10¢ 24.50 
Seward, Seward Bar, 122¢, B-14a 45.00 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 10¢, B-14a 10.000B 
Talkeetna, B.N. Pool, 12'2¢, B-lall 9.990B 
Valdez, Nizina, 40¢, B-14c BIN379.95 
Dawson, YT, DC Opera House, $5, B-8c 1,510.00 
AYPE, encased cent, round 31.00 
Alaska 1/10 oz. gold medal, 1997 150.09 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = rdist; R= Re 
serve, RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS= Did Not 
Sdl; FTR=seeFor the Record. 


NOME, WHERE??? 


I don’t know how I came across this, but.... I found a 
neat website - www.ghostsofnorth dakota.com which 
has photos of Nome, ND - both past and present, with 
some basic information. Like it was founded in 1901. 
Safe bet it was named for Nome, Alaska. 


On Richard’s Token Database, Nome, North Dakota 
has about 23 tokens listed. The tokens of Nome, ND 
seem to be readily available on eBay. 


By the way, there is also a Nome, Texas. 


ARCTIC THUNDER, 2016, cont. 


challenge coins, or were just an item to sell like T- 
shirts. I asked the fellows at two different booths 
whether the unusually shaped and large “coins” were 
actually used as challenge coins. They both said yes 
and claimed that they themselves actually carried 
them. 


Coe: 
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As an example of odd shaped and large, I 
present two challenge coins from the 90th 
AMU. The left wing says “Roll the 
Dice,” while the right wing says “Pay the 
Price.” The jet fighter is 75mm by 50mm, 
enameled in red, white, and blue on a 
gold colored base. It is also a 

bottle opener! 


The second, also from the 90th AMU, is a 
“spinner,” with a pair of dice in the center. 
It is 5|0mm by 46mm. The die with the jet 
says “First Look, First Shot, First Kill,” 
while the die with the map of Alaska has 
“Roll the Dice, Pay the Price.” It is enam- 
eled in black, red and white on a gold col- 
ored base. 


Both challenge coins carry the “Pair-O- 
Dice” motto. Both are shown actual size. 


Ed. Note: The following pages present the challenge coins that J.D. Williams encountered at Arctic Thun- 
der 2014 and 2016. Due to space limitations, they are shown at a greatly reduced size, with a limited 
description. The photos on some are not clear enough to identify the issuer. 
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ARCTIC THUNDER, 2014 


{\ 


90th Fighter Sq., 38mm. 


- 


962 AACS, 57mm. 


en 


Lee ee 


Sr. Non-Commissioned Officers, 40mm. 


er Squadron, Hellions, 51mm. 


First Sergeants Council; 732AMS, 477FG; 3924 Fight 
673 ABW; 11AF; 3WG;176WG. 51mm ae 


3rd Operations Support Sq., 44mm. 


Richardon/Elmendorf Fire Department, 50 Company Grade Officers Council, 50mm. 


x 45mm. 
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2014 ARCTIC THUNDER, 2016 


Unreadable, 50 x 51mm 


Air Force Sergeants Association, Chapter 
1473, Division 5. 51mm 


WTS 


Alaska Mission Operations Center, 51mm. 


3rd Aircraft Maintenance Sq., 50mm. 


SS 2A fe 2 2s 2A fe i 2 2A fee 2 2 2 fe ae ie 2 2A fe 2 2k 2k fe 2 2g 2 2g fe 2g 2 2k 


Arctic Thunder, 2014, JBER, AK, wooden 
token, 38mm. 


517th Airlift Sq, Firebirds, (2016) red on 
white poker chip type token. 


atts 3 MXS, 51mm. 
U.S.S. Anchorage, LPD 23, 45mm. 


Dis 2s 2s 2s 2s 2s 2s 2s 2s 2s 2s 2s 2s 2 2 2s 2g 2 fe 2S fe 2S fg 2S fe 2g fe 2S oe 2k a 2 a 2 ak 
Air Force: This token was given away. 
Probably distributed at many events. Alu- 
minum, 38mm. 
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by David Phillips 
Nenana R.V. Park & Campground 


Whilst on a driving trip up the Parks Highway in 
Alaska this July, I stopped in the town of Nenana 
and checked around to see if there were any new 
wooden tokens/nickels at any of the businesses in 
town. I was in luck! I was directed to the Nenana 
R.V. Park & Campground where there were rumoured 
to be a new wood or two. 


I was greeted by a very kind and helpful lady, Jaime 
Landrum, one of the relatively new co-owners. Jaime 
and Brian Landrum bought the R.V. Park and Camp- 
ground two years ago. It had been established in 1996. 


Jaime told me they had created a mini golf course 
just this late spring (2016) and had made up two 
wooden tokens that are “Good for a Mini Golf Game.” 


These woods are the regular size 1'4 inches (38mm) 
in size. 200 have a sticker attached to one side only. 
The other side is blank. An additional 20 have red 
writing - “1 Free Mini Golf’ on one side, and Jaime’s 
initials on the other, all in red ink. 


Since the business name is so tiny on one, and there 
is no business name on the second, I am including a 
photo of their brochure. 


My thanks to Jaime for cheerfully supplying me with 
the above information. She and Brian welcome any 
travelers to their R.V. Park & Campground., May to 
September. Full services and very reasonable rates. 


WE INVITE YOU TO COME SPEND SOME 
TIME CAMPING IN NENANA, ALASKA! 


Nenana RV Park & Campground is a full 
service facility that is conveniently located 
55 miles southwest of Fairbanks and 75 miles 
north of Denali National Park. The village of 
Nenana is an easily accessible experience 
of authentic native and rural life in Alaska. 
Come enjoy a relaxing stay in Nenana while 
seeing Alaska’s most visited destinations 
and discover indigenous Alaskan living! 


www.nenanacamping.com 
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FOR THE RECORD 


Gani 
Sicnoeact. 
ANCHORAGE: Adams’ Jumped Across the Street 
to 545 E. Northern Lights. A jumper or hopper ad- 
vertising token. Rub the backside to heat it up, push 
it out back to front. When the metal cools, it will 
contract making the token jump. Black on white 


sticker, 25mm. 


HIGHLAND HILLS 

ARCHERY COURSE 

FIRST PLACE 
ARCHERY AWARD 


ANCHORAGE 
ALASKA 


GOOD FOR 


$3.00 


IN TRADE 


HIGHLAND HILLS 
ARCHERY COURSE 
2ND PLACE 
ARCHERY AWARD 


ANCHORAGE 
ALASKA 


GOOD FOR 


$2.00 


IN TRADE 


HIGHLAND HILLS GOOD FoR 
ARCHERY COURSE 
3RD PLACE $1.00 
ARCHERY AWARD 
ANCHORAGE IN TRADE 
ALASKA 


ANCHORAGE: Highland Hills Archery Course, set 
of 3: First place/$3, white on pale blue; 2nd place/ 
$2, white on red; 3rd place, black on white. All plas- 
tic, 38mm. 


ANCHORAGE: Jack Ford & Son, Recreation Cen- 
ter, 10¢ in trade. Aluminum, 25mm. 
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ANCHORAGE: Moped Mart, Dick Johnson. Alu- 
minum, 23mm. 


ANCHORAGE: “T” Shirts ‘n’ Jeans. Sticker on a 
quarter. Printed red on orange. (above left) 

EAGLE RIVER/MT. VIEW: D&J Sewing Center. 
Sticker on a cent. Printed red on orange.(above right). 


FAIRBANKS: The Luggage Shop, Alaska Centen- 
nial, 1967, Northward Bldg. Red on wood. 


FAIRBANKS: Nevada Bar, 605 First Ave. Gold on 
red poker chip, 39mm. 


TALKEETNA: Talkeetna Gifts & Collectables, One 
Free View of Mt. McKinley and 5¢ off next purchase. 
Black on wood (submitted by David Phillips). 


NOLAN CREEK 


Our mystery ingot from the last issue turns out to be 
from Nolan Creek in the Koyukuk Mining District. 


Nolan Creek has been mined since at least 1903. It 
is estimated to have produced, along with its tribu- 
taries Smith Creek, Archibald Creek and Fay Creek, 
about 185,000 ounces of gold through 2007. 


It was mined extensively by Silverado Gold Mines. 
They have ceased operations. They reached a point 
where it was no longer profitable. The claims have 
been leased, and a smaller company with less over- 
head can profitably mine what remains. 


It is not unusual for ground to be mined multiple 
times. With the improvement in recovery methods, 
previously mined ground can be mined again, and 
additional gold can be recovered. 


Specific gravity indicates that the gold is about .9248 
fine. Records show a fineness .924. Wow, really 
close! I am either really good or really lucky. 


The after melt weight was .939 troy ounces. I made 
18 tokens. These are available for $85 each, post- 
paid, including a silver die trial. Silver die trials are 
available separately for $5. 


NUGGET CREEK 


My neighbor mines on Nugget Creek just outside of 
Fairbanks. I made tokens from his gold a last year. 
He wanted something more substantial, so I made a 
'/4 oz. token, using a portion of a Fairbanks Coin Club 
die as the reverse. These are not for sale. 1/10 oz. 
silver specimens counterstamped AG are $10. 


My commission was the left over gold, and I made 2 
more Nugget Creek 1 DWT tokens, bringing the mint- 
age to 20. These are available for $85. 
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ARCTIC VILLAGE 


by Robert Marshall, Literary Guild, NY, 1930. UA 
Press paperback available for $20 plus shipping. 


Arctic Village is one of the “classic” Alaska books. 
It is about the village of Wiseman, in the Koyukuk 
mining district. I have never read it (guess I have to 
now), but I was thumbing through it and found a pas- 
sage that was appropriate to the gold token offered 
to the left. 


“This chapter seems to be the appropriate place to discuss 
the subject of money used in the Koyukuk. Probably eighty 
per cent of the total volume of financial transactions is 
carried out with gold. This is measured by weighing, so 
that a gold scales becomes as much the normal equipment 
of every miner in the Koyukuk as a check book is for a 
person with any capital in the outside world. Again, analo- 
gous to the pocketbook of the Outside is the poke, or leather 
sack, in which a man carries his gold. 


“Pure gold, as has been already discussed, is always worth 
the standard price of $20.67 to the ounce. That is what any 
mint in the United States will pay for it. However, gold as 
it comes from nature is never pure. No matter how care- 
fully you clean away the dirt, you cannot clean out the quartz 
rock which is always fused with gold. Consequently, the 
purest gold ever recovered in the Koyukuk was worth an 
even $20 to the ounce. It came from the Nolan Creek drain- 
age. As one goes down the Koyukuk River, the purity is 
lower, until Myrtle Creek it runs just about $18 an ounce. 
Nevertheless, despite the fact that the mean value prob- 
ably runs around $19, the stores and roadhouses have 
adopted the standard value of $18 an ounce, regardless of 
the creek on which the gold originated. This sets the scale 
for a general value, and all through the Koyukuk gold is 
passed as currency at the standard rate of $18 to the ounce. 
Scales are calibrated in terms of those values, and the 
weights are marked not in fractions of an ounce, but in 
dollars and cents. 


“The smallest weight is the two-bit or twenty-five cent one. 
From this fact it develops that no amount of money less 
than twenty-five cents is recognized in the Koyukuk. A 
dime or a nickel is worthless. Most people have not seen 
such coins in years. Bills are always balanced to the near- 
est two-bits.” 

* * * * * 


AUCTION TO BE HELD IN FAIRBANKS 
OCTOBER 22, 2016. 


Bids accepted until Noon, October 22 - Auction begins at 7:00PM 
By mail - Alaska Rare Coins, 551-B Second Ave., Fairbanks, AK 99701 
By phone - 907-452-6461 By email -akcoins@mosquitonet.com 
The complete auction can be viewed at www.alaskararecoins.com 


ALASKANA ESTIMATE 


241 Early State of Alaska Silver Medals. The first three years of this program (1989-1991) had 

Alaska Precious Metal running the program and it is rare to see these pieces. Included are two 

fractional silver pieces with mintages in parenthesis: 1989 1/10 troy oz. with polar bear (1,934) 

and 1990 4 troy oz. walrus (1,100). Two pieces. 50.00+ 
242 Iditarod 1 oz. Error Silver Medal, 1991. This was the third year of issue of which only 2,000 

medals were authorized. Rather than mint them all at once they were struck to order. On one of 

the last orders, they accidentally used a die showing a mintage of 5,000 which is not correct. 


Only 25 were made with this error. With packaging. 100.00+ 
243 State of Alaska 1 oz. Proof Silver Medal, 1993. Serial number 498 with all original packaging. A 
popular issue with a wolf on the obverse. 80.00 


244 Iditarod Winners 1 oz. Silver Medals. On rare occasions, we run into some of these medals. A 
call to Mike Robuck at the Alaska Mint shed some light on these. For a period of years in the 
90s, they minted these medals in conjunction with the Iditarod winner. Estimates of mintages 
were between 300-600. In the mid-90s, Oxford minted them for a few years before ceasing 
for good. Included here are (3) 1 oz. medals for: 1995 Doug Swingley; 1997 Martin Buser; 
1999 Doug Swingley. All are in their original capsules. Three pieces. 150.00+ 

245 Iditarod Winners 1 oz. Silver Medals. Second lot that includes: 1993 Jeff King; 1994 Martin 
Buser; and 1998 Jeff King. These lots together probably cover most of the years they were 
made, with the obvious exception of 1996. 3 pieces. 150.00+ 

246 1/20 Oz. State of Alaska Gold Medal, 2001. A Mountain Goat was featured this year and only 95 
were issued by the Alaska Mint. With the scarcity of these later years, it would be near impos- 


sible to actually put together a set of State Gold Medals. Original packaging. 150.00+ 
247 10Oz. State Gold Medal, 2006. The obverse depicts a King Salmon with a fisherman in the back 
ground. Only 87 were minted by the Alaska Mint, with all the original packaging. 1,750.00 


248 Alaska Railroad 1 oz. silver medal, 2009. Original packaging, serial #201. This series started in 

1990 has been run continuously since then. The obverse scene this year is well executed with a 

train coming out of a tunnel next to a body of water. New issues currently sell for $75.00 100.00+ 
249 “Alaska-Yukon Trophies Won and Lost,” by GO. Young, 1947. This is one of the most popular 

Alaska books, especially with hunters. Slightly dirty, with bumped corners, minor water staining. 

Not as bad as it sounds. Still an acceptable copy for your library or reading pleasure. We have 

two copies in stock at the store priced at $375 and $450. Easily worth... 300.00+ 
250 1952 Territory of Alaska Telephone Directory. Includes white pages and yellow pages. Included 

are Anchorage, Alaska Railroad, Elmendorf AFB and Ft. Richardson, Cordova, Haines, Fair- 

banks, Juneau, Ketchikan, Kodiak, Nenana, Nome, Palmer, Petersburg, Seward, Sitka, Skagway 

and Wrangell. Excellent condition, 72 pages. 25.00+ 
251 Collection of signed Ernest Gruening books. Included are: The State of Alaska, 1954, 2nd print- 

ing, no dust jacket; An Alaskan Reader, 1966, first edition, dust jacket; The Battle for Alaska 

Statehood, 1967, presumed first edition, dust jacket; Many Battles, 1973, presumed first edition, 

dust jacket. All in fine condition, dust jackets show some wear and tear. Gruening was Territor- 

ial Governor from 1939 to 1953 and U.S. Senator from 1959 to 1968. He was a strong backer 

of statehood for Alaska. Four books. 100.00+ 
252 From the Ralph J. Rivers Library. Growing Up in Alaska, A Story for Children About Todays 

Eskimos, by Ila Finch Bonn, 1965. Ralph Rivers was Mayor of Fairbanks from 1950-1952, and 

served in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1959 to 1966. 25.00 
253 Three U.S. Senate Publications. Included are: Edward Lewis Bartlett, Memorial Addresses Deli- 

vered in Congress, 1969, presented and signed by Vide Bartlett; E.L. (Bob) Bartlett Statue 

Dedication, 1972, inscribed by Nick Begich, and includes a signed letter from Begich; Ernest 

Gruening Statue Dedication, 1978, with a letter from Ted Stevens. All are bound in dark blue 

cloth. Three well matched documents. 100.00+ 
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MUDDYING THE WATERS 


Mavericks are always fun, so long as someone is not trying to flog them off with a fantastical 
attribution just to liberate a gullible collector from his money. What follows is harmless 
speculation that will not add 10¢ to the value of these common tokens. 


The Pastime Cigar Store tokens, listed as Ketchikan B-40, are very common tokens. 
Strangely, they are also common in Fairbanks, unlike other southeast Alaska tokens. They 
are present in local collections in quantities that make it seem they should be local. 


We recently purchased a small accumulation (see above) that included these tokens. There 
was a set of the three Pastime Cigar Store tokens, along with other Fairbanks tokens. The 
fly in the ointment is that there were also Ketchikan tokens in this accumulation. 


Still the thought of these possi- Pastime Cigar Store 


bly being Fairbanks tokens was 
intriguing. 

What makes this even more in- 
teresting is that the dies used for 


the reverse of the 10¢ and 25¢ 


tokens are the same as those used 
on the Pioneer Hotel tokens from 
Fairbanks. The reverse dies for 
the 5¢ are different. Pretty ob- 


vious that it was the same maker. 


Pioneer Hotel 
There are Pastime 
Cigar Store tokens 
positively attributed yf 
to Fairbanks (B-44). # 
These are of much 
later issue, and also 
quite common. 


continued on page 85 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


I lead off this issue with some speculation. This just 
intrigued me and I thought I would jot it down. 


Thanks again David Phillips for his MONEY TO 
BURN column. David’s recent trip to Alaska has 
provided him with subjects for several more columns. 


This seems to be an unofficial mining issue, with lots 
of gold mine and related items, as well as a silver 
mine! 


There are some interesting paper items to be found 
on pages 86 and 87. 


There were a few interesting items on eBay this 
month. The Collins & Strait sold for the opening bid 
of $750. I thought this was a good buy until I looked 
at its prices realized history. I was surprised to that 
the Katalla Drug sold for more ($1,050) than the D. 
Martin from Juneau ($998). Could the Martin token 
be the oldest Alaska token? 


Once again it is the end of the year. I am pleased 
with what has been presented in this newsletter this 
year, and hope you are too. Of course, this would 
not have been possible without the help of our con- 
tributors, listed below in the order in which they ap- 
peared this year. 


J.W. Terrill 
David Phillips 
Tom Dalrymple 
J.D. Williams 
Kaye Dethridge 
Harry Waterson 
Vic Tubman 


Garrett Jackson 
Jim Robb 

Doug Vandergraft 
David Newman 
Fred Weinberg 
Ken Rieck 


As usual, almost all subscriptions expire with this 
issue. Some have already paid for 2017. Please use 
the subscription order blank enclosed with this 
issue. If you are an email only subscriber, one 
will be mailed to you. I use these as a “hard copy” 
back up should this old, Windows 98 computer crash, 
something that seems more likely as the days go by. 


If you are not renewing your subscription, I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
support, and hope that we may serve you again in the 
future. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Cape Edwards, Deep Sea Salmon, 5¢, B-la 275.000B 


Chena, B&K, 12'4¢, B-la 89.88 
Circle, Collins & Strait, $1, B-1c 750.000B 
Cordova, Igloo 19, PofA, poker chip 27.00 
Fairbanks, Bentley Dairy, Bottl Check, B-6a 21.07 
Ft. Yukon, Ft. Yukon Hotel, 25¢, B-4a 18.50 
Indian Mt., 708NCO OM, 5¢, B-la 5.50 
Juneau, D. Martin, $1, B-46a 998.00 
Katalla, Katalla Drug, 12'4, B-4a 1050.00 
Ketchikan, Hotel Connell, encased ¢, B-llunl 219.06 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of Alaska Scrip, 1939 10.00 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of Alaska Scrip, 1939 5.000B 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of Alaska Scrip, 1939 8.51 
Ketchikan, Pioneers of Alaska Scrip, 1939 25.52 
Ketchikan, Welexum Bar, punch card 29.95BIN 
Ketchikan, Wingren’s, FST set 31.00 
Kodiak, USNAB, B-15a 75.000B 
Latouche, Little, 12'%2¢, B-2a 180.50 
Nome, Belmont, (12’¢), B-7a 114.51 
Nome, Belmont, (12'2¢), B-7a 49.990B 
Nome, Nome Novelty, 25¢, B-38a 228.50 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 16.51 
Palmer, Ron-Da-Voo Club, 12'2¢, B-9a 77.00 
Palmer, PCC (prison) 5 6.52 
Palmer, PCC (prison) 10 6.52 
Seldovia, Cash Store, 5¢, -Sa 22.06 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blII 35.000B 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢, B-4b 22.18 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢, B-4b 20.000b 
Wrangell, City Market, FST set 45.000B 
Whitehorse, Yukon, TDP, set of 6, B-7 179.50 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not 
Sell; FTR= see For the Record. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 


CLEANING THE DESK 


ONE OUNCE SILVER - $25 each 

Fairbanks Golf and Country Club, Hey Earl 
Par 3 Classic ** 

South Coast Inc., A subsidiary of Klukwan Inc., 
Alaska building a future for Alaska. ** 

Anchorage Daily News, 1990/Oxford ** 

Alaska Military Youth Academy ** 

Nenana Ice Classic/Nenana Dog Mushers, with 
bronze 

Salmon/State Seal 

Yukon Quest 1993 

Gold Panner/Oxford 


** = light handling 


TOKENS 
Fairbanks, Chamber of Commerce trade dollar, 


1959. $5 each, 5 for $15 
Fairbanks, Casey’s Place (video arcade) 3.00 
Fairbanks, Coin King, 2011 (laundry) 3.00 
Fairbanks, Elks #1551, 2009, 61st conven. 5.00 
Fairbanks, Masonic, Tanana Lodge, oldest, 

farthest north, brz., 33mm. 8.00 
(Fairbanks), Plaza Ldy & Clnrs, odd shape 5.00 
Fairbanks, Alaska Coachways, Eielson AFB, 

B-Tla 35.00 
Fairbanks, Alaska Coachways, Ladd/UofA 

B-T1b 10.00 
Fairbanks City Transit, B-T4a 3.00 
North Pole, Santa’s Suds (laundry) 3.00 
Tok, Mukluk Land (video arcade), stained 5.00 


Alaska Boosters Trade Dollars, various levels 
of staining. $3 each, 10 for $20, 50 for $50 
Include $5 per order for postage. 


OCT. 22 AUCTION 
PRICES REALIZED 


Lot 241 Early State of Alaska Medals 28 
Lot 242 Iditarod Error medal 50 
Lot 243 1993 State of AK medal 60 
Lot 244 Iditarod Winners, 1st lot 100 
Lot 245 Iditarod Winners, 2nd lot 100 
Lot 246 2001 1/20 oz. gold State medal 150 
Lot 247 2006 1 oz. gold State medal 1,375 


Lot 248 2009 AK Railroad medal 50 
Lot 249 Alaska-Yukon Trophies 160 
Lot 250 1952 Territory of AK phone book 45 
Lot 251 Collection of Gruening books 105 
Lot 252 From the Ralph Rivers library 22 
Lot 253 Three US Senate publications 50 


KENO CITY, YUKON 


Keno City is called a living ghost town at the end of 
the Silver Trail highway, with a population of about 
20. Lead and silver ore was discovered in 1919 and 
the area became the locus of a booming mining in- 
dustry. 


United Keno Hill Mines abandoned the property and 
it was sold to Alexco, an environmental remediation 
company. Alexco decided to resume mining in 2009, 
but has since ceased due to low silver prices. 

This looped medal is an irregular 39mm, originally 
attached to a key chain. It is a very bright silver color, 
probably nickel plated. The obverse has an under- 
ground miner. The reverse has the legend “A tribute 
to all the men and women who played a vital role in 
developing this region’s rich mining history.” 


FT. KNOX MINE GOLD 


We have available the Ft. Knox Mine gold medals 
from 2011 (5 millionth ounce poured) and 2016 (7 
millionth ounce poured). These are priced at spot 
price plus 3%. 


Call or email to lock in a price. 


by David Phillips 
MILE 1016 PUB & GATEWAY LOUNGE 


In July of 2016, when on a road trip in the Yukon 
(and Alaska), I stopped in at the new Mile 1016 Pub 
in Haines Junction, Y.T. and inquired if the Pub had, 
and used, a drink token. This new Pub just opened 
for business in February 2016 and is a “stand alone” 
building next door to the Alcan Motor Inn (and former 
Gateway Lounge). 


To my delight, I was told by the owners (Corrie and 
Tyson) that a wood drink token was “in the works,” 
and when it was received, they would be happy to 
send me a sample! They also advised that this “new” 
token was to be a reworked token, eg; over a surplus 
token from a previous nearby Lounge... 


GOOD FOR 
Ree re. | 


NY 35 
St 


y 


This September, as promised, I received a copy of 
the “new” wood. It has the Mile 1016 Pub logo su- 
perimposed (looks like laser etching leaving a brown 
color) over the previous text “Gateway Lounge 
Haines Junction Y.T.,” which is blue. 


The reverse side maintains the previous lettering 
“Good for 1 Drink,” in blue. The size is the standard 
38mm, and 200 woods were so re-engraved. 


Discussions with Corrie and Tyson revealed that the 
Mile 1016 Pub woods were superimposed over wood 
drink tokens from the Gateway Lounge. The Lounge 
was owned and operated by Dale & Fran Peterson, 
who also owned and operated the adjoining Alcan 
Motor Inn, still in business and now operated by the 
Peterson’s son Clint McCuaig. 
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The Petersons operated the Gateway Lounge from 
the 1970s until 2011 when it closed. 5,000 of the 
woods were thought to have been made, with “many 
still around.” They were blue on both sides. 


My sincere thanks are extended to Corrie and Tyson 
for their cooperation and willingness to share the 
above information. 


In future issues, David will be examining the woods 
of Chicken and Baker Creek, Alaska. 


MUDDYING cont. 


I emailed Ron Benice and he replied, “A quick look 
at tokencatalog.com shows 36 towns with a Pastime 
Cigar Store. It is a common name. I’m sure a search 
of directories would find over 100 towns with that 
business name.” 


Which stirs another interesting thought. If I were a 
token maker, and I made a token for one Pastime Ci- 
gar Store, it would be an easy sale if I contacted other 
Pastime Cigar Stores, showed them the tokens, and 
then hopefully made some for them. A really good 
reason to leave the place name off the dies! 


So perhaps both attributions would be correct. 


KETCHIKAN: 

Pastime Cigar Store, set of 3, B-40, a-c 30.00 
FAIRBANKS: 

Pastime Cigar Store, set of 3, B-44 a-c 25.00 
Pioneer Hotel, 5¢ in trade, B-45al 20.00 
Pioneer Hotel, 10¢ in trade, B-45b 20.00 
Pioneer Hotel, 25¢ in trade, B-45c 20.00 


Please add $5 per order for postage and insurance. 


PAPER POTPOURRI 


09320 


KING’S KUP 


305 NOBLE 


FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 


$3.00 
COVER CHARGE TICKET 


— Includes One Drink — 


Fanles Scrin FAIRBANKS: Kings Kup, $3 Cover Charge Ticket, 
includes one drink. Black on white card with red se- 
rial number. Approximately 99mm by 57mm. 


Eagles Scrip 


Jessen's Print — Fairbanks, Alaske 
a i Oe oe ee 


FAIRBANKS: Eagles, (F.O.E.). 10 (yellow), 25 
(blue), 50 (white), 100 (pink). Printed by Jessen’s 
Print, Fairbanks. Size not reported. 


HOMER: Bayside Lounge, Free Ticket, not good 
for anything. Black on yellow card, approximately 
88mm by 60mm. 
GOOD FoR a 
ONE CUP OF COFFEE 
AT 


Mary’s Polaris Lunch 


(FAIRBANKS): Mary’s Polaris Lunch, Good for one KETCHIKAN: Welexum Bar, Punch Card. Black 
cup of coffee, approximately 99mm by 57mm. on tan (?), about 102mm by 51mm. 
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qe Alas ka 


Have a Fun 


(NE 


March Iditarod Month 


>= 
x 


1} Chillylee.com 


ss | 
hE Iditarod vollar [= Ai 


There's No Place\ 
ay | 


NOME: Iditarod Dollar. The front appears to be black 
and gray on white. The back is black and green on 
white, with the dog’s hind quarters being tan. Actual 
size about 146mm x 64mm (submitted by Ken Reick). 


P GOLDEN BILLIREN 


A Kill \ SS ake 


a 


DEN BILLIKEN DOLLAR \Ss5 


PiGOLDEN BILLIZEN 
y Rub his tummy-tickle his toes. 
Good Luck follows wherever he goes. 
And if you really want to Win some Moncey. 
2 To bring Good Luck, just rab his tummy. 


NOME ALASKA 
S 2 GOLDEN BILLIKEN DOLLAR} 


NOME: Golden Billiken Dollar. Green on white pa- 
per, the billiken being gold. Actual size about 146mm 
by 64mm (submitted by Ken Rieck). 


HAm& 


t OZ, 


Pos 


DROP HAMMER 1 OZ. SILVER, 3/8/14, only a 
few left. $35 each plus $5 per order of postage. 
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Redeemable ONLY 


in eligible foods 
at: 


Redeemable ONLY 
in eligible foods 
at: 


VALDEZ MARKET 


VALDEZ: Valdez Market food stamp paper tokens. 
Two varieties: large and small stamp Valdez Market. 
1¢ yellow; 5¢ pink; 10¢ blue; 25¢ gold. About 108mm 
x 69mm 


INDEX 


An index for this year, 2016 is included with this 
issue. 


PRICES REALIZED 


Prices Realized, as reported each month, has been 
compiled into a single listing. These are available 
for $5 for a printed copy, and $3 for PDF. You may 
order these when you renew your subscription 


ARC GOLD BARS 


We had a customer in the store this summer from 
New Hampshire. He was a mineral collector. I 
showed him the gold bar I had poured from Nolan 
Creek gold. He wanted to buy it. I declined as I was 
going to make tokens from it. 


But I told him I had other gold I could melt and make 
a bar. I invite him and his wife over for dinner, and 
we would make the bar that evening. 


We had a pleasant visit, except for pouring the bar. I 
have had problems off and on with the gold adhering 
to the ingot mold. Well, that night, every pour stuck 
to the mold. You can see the affects in the lower cor- 
ners of the bar. I was not happy with the bar, but I 
think he bought it because he felt obligated. 


I talked with Tim Staten of Alaska Gold & Gems 
about this problem. He has been a good source of 
information for this project since the beginning 
(2005). He suggested that I spray the ingot mold 
with WD-40. It worked like a charm. 


I contacted my customer in NH and asked if he would 
like to trade for a nicer bar. Of course he said yes. I 
sent him the new bar, and he sent the first bar back. 
I am sure he is much happier with his new bar! And 
I ama happy camper because all my pours are now 
much better. 


This bar uses my original | DWT dies, with 20 
stamped over the 1, and the actual weight stamped 
on the back. 


We are making this product available on an as gold 
is available basis. These are priced at the current 
spot price of gold and will weigh more than 1 troy 
ounce. Call or email to lock in a price. 
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FORT KNOX MINE 


Previously, when Ft. Knox issued a gold medal, they 
also did one in silver with gold relief. We were sur- 
prised and disappointed when we did not learn of 
one this time for their 20th anniversary, 7 million 
ounce poured. 


We were surprised, and really disappointed when a 
gold plated silver medal came in. I did a specific 
gravity test just to be sure and it is spot on for pure 
silver. 


The boring design does not translate well on to a 
larger medal, and the gold plating is very pale. 


And what is even more disappointing is that neither 
medal carries a metal content statement 


POGO MINE 


This was first reported by Kurtis Hawk in the Janu- 
ary 2012 issue, with a mintage believed to be 350. 
We ran it at about 30mm, thinking it was 1 oz. gold. 


Unlike the Ft. Knox medal above, this one has a nice 
gold color. But looks are deceiving. It is a nice golden 
brass. The diameter is 38mm. 


Pogo is an underground mine down by Delta Junc- 
tion, owned by Sumitomo Metal Mining. I believe 
that Teckcominco is out of the picture now. 


OMEGA CREEK 


Omega Creek is in the Hot Springs mining district. 
Gold was discovered in Omega Creek in 1899. The 
first pay was found in 1901, and mining began in 
1903. There are reports of Omega Creek being con- 
sistently mined from 1904. By the 1930s, it was 
considered one of the major producers in the Eureka 
area. While there are no reports of how much gold 
has been recovered from Omega Creek, it is estimated 
to be in the tens of thousands of ounces. 


I purchased 1.05 ounces. After melt weight was .985 
oz., for a melt loss of about 6.7%. Reported fineness 
is .788. Specific gravity of 16.18 indicates a purity 
of about 77%. 


I made 18 tokens and they 
are available for $85, in- 
cluding a silver die trial. 
Silver die trials are available separately for $5. 


AMERICAN CREEK 


There are two American Creeks in the Hot Springs 
Mining District. This one is in the Tofty area. Gold 
was discovered on American 
Creek in 1911. American 
Creek Dredging Co. dredged 
the creek from 1917 to at 
least 1930. 


GRC assays the gold at .8525. Imade 18 tokens from 
this gold and they are available for $85, including a 
silver die trial. Silver die trials are available sepa- 
rately for $5. 
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DEADWOOD CREEK 


Deadwood Creek is in the Circle mining district, just 
outside of Central, Alaska. 


“The gold placers of Deadwood Creek were discov- 
ered in 1894, and mining has continued to the present 
day. In the early years the placers were worked by 
drifting and when possible by shallow open cuts, and 
even as late as 1909, there had been no kind of hy- 
draulic mining downstream from Switch Creek, but 
this kind of mining began shortly thereafter, and now, 
large-scale mining by the use of mechanical excava- 
tors is beginning. It is probable that by use of me- 
chanical means of such large-scale methods, capable 
of working low-grade deposits, the placers of Dead- 
wood Creek will still be worked steadily for many 
years. 

- Gold Placers of the Fortymile, Eagle and Circle 
Districts, Alaska; J.B. Mertie, US GPO, 1936. 


It appears that Mertie was correct, and Deadwood 
Creek is still being mined 80 years after his report. 


It is obvious from the obverse die that I am still hav- 
ing trouble thinking upside down and backwards. 
“Circle” did not get centered properly, so I aligned 
“DWT” with Circle, rather than the legend around 
the rim. 


I used my original reverse die, set in a block of steel. 
I thought about hand striking, but I was able to use 
the screw press. It was difficult to get the obverse 
(top) die to sit properly. Some are slightly miss 
aligned. 


GRC assayed this sample of gold from Deadwood 


Creek at .7792. 

I made 18 tokens from this gold, and they are avail- 
able for $85 postpaid, including a silver die trial. Sil- 
ver die trials are available separately for $5. 


MILITARY CHALLENGE COINS - ror sate 


EITELSON A.E.B.: Top of the World Chief’s Group. 
Blue enamel on bronze, 38mm. - $10 


(EIELSON A.F.B.): 354FW Iceman, Command 
Chief. Multicolored enamel on silver, 39mm x 
69.5mm. - $15 


(EIELSON A.F.B.): 168th Air Refueling Wing. Re, 
white, dark blue, light blue, and yellow on oxidized 
silver , 38mm. - $10 


(EIELSON A.F.B.): 168th Force Support Flight. 
Multicolored enamel on silver , reverse Alaska map 
in gold, 45mm. - $15 


PACIFIC AIR FORCE: Listing bases in 
the Pacific including Eielson, Kulis and 
Elmendorf. Multicolored enamel on silver. 
- $12 


Only one of each in stock, postage $5 per 
order. 


(EIELSON A.E.B.): ALASKA A.N.G, CCM Set. 


Tim Delph. Multicolored enamel on silver. - $12 All shown actual size. Silver or gold refers to color, 


not metal content!! 
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NATIVE GOLD TOKENS!!! 


I have been making gold tokens from Alaska placer 
gold since 2005. There are exceptions, but most have 
a mintage of 20 or less. Mintages are in (xx). Min- 
ing Distrcit is also shown. Below is what is still avail- 
able of back issues. Most are at issue price, a few 
above issue price. I do not believe it fair to my older 
customers to sell these below issue price. 


Garfield Creek, Kougarok (19) 
Mastodon Creek, Circle (21) 
5A Ketchem Creek, Circle (18) 


$ 120 
$145 


Christina Prospect, Fairbanks (32) 
Slate Creek, Rampart, Bi-metal (16) 


Gold i King Creek, Bonnifield (20) $85 
Baker Creek, Hot Springs (19) $85 
Big Creek, Chandalar au $85 
@ G&G : 
Tobin Creek, Chandalar (15) $85 
Moose Creek, Bonnifield (18) $85 
Sparkling Creek, Yukon (18) $85 
Nugget Creek, Fairbanks 5 (18) $85 
Confederate Creek, Fortymile (18) $85 
Olive Creek, Tolovana (18) $85 
Eureka Creek, Hot Springs (16) $85* 
Linda Creek, Koyukuk (18) $90* 
Nolan Creek, Koyukuk (18) $85* 


Omega Creek, Hot Springs (18) $85* 
Americna Creek, Hot Springs (Tofty) (18) $85* 
Deadwood Creek, Circle (18) $85* 
* - includes silver die trial 


MIDNIGHT SUN BIMETAL 


A 1/10 oz. .999 silver washer with a 1 DWT native 
gold plug. (39) 

$85.00 
DIE TRIALS/PATTERNS 


These are struck in .999 pure silver using antique 
Alaska token dies. The set of three contains approxi- 
mately 1.5 oz. of silver. 

$125.00 


For more information on my tokens, see my book on 
the next page. 


Some are one only in stock. Please call or email to 
reserve - 907-452-6461 or akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


All prices are postpaid. 


Alaska Rare Coins 
P.O. Box 72832 
Fairbanks, AK 99707 
907-452-6461 


STRIKING GOLD IN ALASKA 


STRIKING GOLD 
IN ALASKA 


Making tokens from placer gold 


It does not get much more basic than this. Take two pieces of 
steel (dies), place a piece of gold between them, and hit it 
with a hammer. 


Rather than do something constructive, Dick Hanscom has 
been making gold tokens from Alaska placer gold 

Sadly, he has no artistic talent, few metal working ski 

should not be trusted with anything more technologically ad- 
vanced than a hammer. Fortunately, a 3 pound hammer is all 
it takes for most of his tokens. 


Despite his general lack of competence, he refuses to give 
up. Progressing from a3 pound hammer to an 8 pound ham- 
mer, hydraulic press and screw press, he managed not to do 
himself any great harm. It is only a matter of time. Adding a 
functional drop hammer to his arsenal (at the expense of two 
thumb nails) only gives us more concern for his safety and 


More than you ever wanted to 
know about making tokens 
from placer gold. From buy- 
ing the gold, melting it and 
fabricating the blanks, making 
the dies and striking the to- 
kens, it is all here. Even the 
problems encountered are ex- 
plained. Bimetal tokens (gold 


sanity. 


and silver, silver and copper), 
silver tokens and _ other 
projects are explored. 


These are the tokens on the 
preceding page, and on the 
Tea, back cover of the book. All 
oor made by hand striking, or with 
a screw press or drop hammer. 


In addition, the sources of gold are identified with descriptions from U.S.G.S. publications. Fineness of the 
gold is given, either by report, estimation by specific gravity or actual assay. 


190 pages, 5th edition, $18, postpaid. 


CWstusha Sf udkon SvOCKS and BONDS 


344 pages, printed on 84 by 11 inch paper, soft bound + c= 
with full color covers. It contains over 700 listings ce } 
and over 500 photos. Compiled by Dick Hanscom, 
this is the culmination of over 15 years of data col- 
lection. The data includes place of incorporation and 
dates, color of front and back of the stock, capital 
stock issued, description of vignette, size, printer and 
any other information that may be available. Prospec- 
tuses and historical photos are used to complement 
the listings. 


Included are stocks from railroads, airlines and other 
transportation; gold, silver, copper, platinum, coal and 
other mining; refining and smelting; banking and 
other financial; oil and petroleum; fishing and pack- 
ing. The stocks are fully indexed by company name 
and other key words in the company name. Appen- 
dixes are provided that will aid in the identification 
of stocks that are not listed. 


Originally $35, now only $16, postpaid. 
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Tomnans & Seal Skins 
Gold Dust & Bingley 


From the back cover: 


The history of a country is often reflected in its money. 
For Alaska, this is especially true. 


Alaska natives may not have had what we considered 
money, but they did have items that represented wealth. 
The tinnah (large shield-shaped pieces of copper) repre- 
sented vast quantities of blankets. A tribe’s “face” rose and 
fell upon the acquisition and destruction (!) of tinnahs. 


The Russian exploitation is expressed in their use of parch- 
ment notes, with no real value. With the sale of Alaska to 
the United States, it was the U.S.’s turn to neglect Alaska. 
It was the wild, wild “west” in fisheries and sealing. 


With the gold rush, things started to look up for Alaska. 
Wealth, it seemed, was on every creek. Gold dust and to- 
kens were the medium of exchange because any U.S. cur- 
rency that happened to make it to the territory did a U-turn 
back to the lower forty-eight to purchase more goods. 


All the while this was going on, others were developing 
other sectors of the economy. Gold drove the economy, 
but other factors were leading to a more stable population. 


ko * * * * 


For this anthology, articles have been gathered from many 
different sources. Some are not numismatic in nature, but 
they give information about a location or a biography that 
I think enhances collecting enjoyment. 


Many articles have appeared in this newsletter over its 37 
years. And a number have been written bythe editor. There 
are several articles that have been written specifically for 
this book. Most articles are illustrated with black and 
white photos 


The book is divided into twelve roughly chronological 
chapters: 
Tinnahs 
Dentalium & Trade Beads 
Russian American Company 
Fish, Fur & Traders 
Gold Rush 
Promotion & Development 
Bingles 
Personalities - the Issuers 
Currency, Scrip & Checks 
Depression - ARRC 
Modern Numismatics 
Personalities - the Collectors 


MAPKA 
Cnn AME PITKGS 
£450; °KOU 


The book is 396 pages, 9” by 6”. The cover is full color 
with text printed yellow on black. The paper bound edi- 
tion is available for $33 by priority mail. 


We printed a few extra hard bound copies, and these are 
available for $70. The hard bound copies feature a few 


color pages. 


What readers are saying about “Jinnahs & Seal 
Skins, Gold Dust & Bingles”: 


“Best book ever written on the subject.” 


“Very well done, nice coverage of everything interesting 
in Alaskan numismatics.” 


“What a wonderful book. It’s a book I’m really going to 
enjoy reading.” 


“The most important book ever written on Alaska numis- 
matics.” 
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